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PREPARATION



CANDIDATE FILING
 Filing for the Primary Election took place between April 28th through May 28th. 

 Plus various city and town offices (filed with the City or Town Clerks).

 Statewide offices up for election included (filed with the 

Secretary of State):

Governor 

Secretary of State

Attorney General

State Treasurer

Corporation Commission (2 Seats)

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Mine Inspector

State Senate 

State Legislature

 County offices up for election included 

(filed with the County Recorder):

County Board of Supervisor 

Districts 4 & 5 (2 year terms)

Clerk of the Superior Court

County Assessor (2 year term)

Justices of the Peace

Constables

Precinct Committeemen



PETITION CHALLENGES 

 Candidates and/or any qualified elector can challenge the validity of an election petition for various 
reasons. 

 The County Recorder as the Chief Registrar of Voters, is responsible for verifying petition signatures 
regardless of whether the filing is a statewide, countywide, or local petition. 

 This year we set a record for the Primary Election, with over 40 petition challenges. 

 The consolidated election bill past by the legislature recently (HB 2826) had a major influence on the 
increase of petition challenges. 

 In previous years the candidate filing timeframe was spread across the calendar, depending on local 
municipality election dates (i.e., March and May elections, odd-numbered year elections). 

 A recent court decision, City of Tucson v. State of Arizona et al., reverses much of the consolidated 
election law, and allows Arizona charter cities to hold elections when they want. 



SPECIAL 
REQUESTS

 We produced:
 16 braille ballots. 

 150 large print ballots.

 5 Tohono O’odham ballot 
audio discs.

 Alternative language ballot 
audio was also uploaded to all 
of our Edge accessible voting 
machines. 





MAILING THE BALLOTS

 Early ballots were mailed on July 31, 2014.

 We sent out quite a few… 918,737 to be exact. 





LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING

 The logic and accuracy test of our optical scan equipment was conducted on August 19, 2014.

 Once the logic and accuracy test is complete and our equipment is certified by the Secretary of 
State, we begin ballot tabulation of early ballots.

 The first results viewable on election day consist of the early ballots. 













AND WE’RE LIVE & COUNTING…

 Before the first ballot was counting the live feeds from our ballot tabulation center were 
viewable online. 

 Additional cameras were installed in our “Big Room” to provide a live feed of our ballot 
processing center. 



AND WE’RE LIVE & COUNTING…

 Before the first ballot was counting the live feeds from our ballot tabulation center were 
viewable online. 



STAFFING UP

 Early voting, voter registration, public 

assistance, and warehouse temporary staff:

 160

 Ballot Processing temporary employees:

 64

 Hand Count Staff

 136

Boardworkers: 

 3,668

Election troubleshooters:

 119

Memory Pack Site temporary employees:

 83





VOTER TURNOUT



VOTER TURNOUT

 Registered Voters: 1,974,428

 Ballots Cast: 500,282

 Overall Percentage: 25.34% 

 Turnout by Party (including OTH voters who selected a party ballot):

 Republican: 46.76%

 Democrat: 30.22%

 Libertarian: 19.24%

 Americans Elect: 291.42%

 268 registered Americans Elect voters. 

 513 OTH voters requested an Americans Elect ballot.
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2014 PRIMARY ELECTION TURNOUT 
BY LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
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2014 PRIMARY ELECTION TURNOUT 
BY CITY/TOWN

Apache Junction 29%

Avondale 17%

Buckeye 1 18%

Buckeye 2 25%

Buckeye 3 20%

Buckeye 4 29%

Buckeye 5 23%

Buckeye 6 25%

Carefree 38%

Cave Creek 35%

Chandler 23%

El Mirage 18%

Fountain Hills 38%

Glendale - Cholla 27%

Glendale - Saguaro 25%

Glendale - Barrel 24%

Glendale - Ocotillo 17%

Glendale - Cactus 23%

Glendale - Yucca 20%

Gila Bend 32%

Gilbert 22%

Goodyear 26%

Guadalupe 19%

Litchfield Park 45%



2014 PRIMARY ELECTION TURNOUT 
BY CITY/TOWN

Mesa 1 34%

Mesa 2 29%

Mesa 3 21%

Mesa 4 20%

Mesa 5 32%

Mesa 6 25%

Peoria - Mesquite 25%

Peoria - Ironwood 31%

Peoria - Palo Verde 26%

Peoria - Willow 27%

Peoria - Acacia 18%

Peoria - Pine 24%

Phoenix 1 23%

Phoenix 2 25%

Phoenix 3 28%

Phoenix 4 24%

Phoenix 5 20%

Phoenix 6 30%

Phoenix 7 15%

Phoenix 8 21%

Paradise Valley 40%

Queen Creek 27%



2014 PRIMARY ELECTION TURNOUT 
BY CITY/TOWN

Surprise - Acacia 23%

Surprise - Cottonwood 44%

Surprise - Mesquite 19%

Surprise - Mulberry 20%

Surprise - Palm 23%

Surprise - Palo Verde 18%

Scottsdale 30%

Sun Lakes 45%

Sun City West 47%

Tempe 26%

Tolleson 22%

Wickenburg 47%

Youngtown 23%



BALLOTS CAST

 Ballots Cast (including OTH voters)

 Republican: 331,557

 Democrat: 160,086

 Libertarian: 3,412

 Americans Elect: 781

 Non-Partisan: 4,446

Republican
64%

Democrat
31%

Libertarian
4%

Americans Elect
<1%

Non-Partisan
1%



OTH VOTER TURNOUT

 Voters were more educated about the open 
primary in Arizona.

 A total of 78,177 OTH voters voted in the 2014 
Primary.

 OTH voters were also more likely to return 
their early ballot than other voters (73% vs 
48%). 

 How does this compare? 
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HISPANIC SURNAME VOTER TURNOUT

 Registered Voters with Hispanic surnames: 272,428 

 Ballots Cast by voters with Hispanic surnames: 44,669 

 Overall Turnout: 16.39%
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EARLY VOTING



EARLY VOTING PARTICIPATION

433,730 voters participated in early voting.

87% of all voters who voted, voted early.

A 5% increase from 2012. 



EARLY BALLOT DAILY RETURN RATE
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 Does not necessarily indicate mail receipt date, just the date processed through our mail sort.

 Ballots received on 8/27 include mail received on 8/26 or early ballot dropped off at the polls on election day.



EARLY BALLOTS 

NOT COUNTED

 5,834 early ballots were not counted.

 Reasons for not counting:

 Bad Signatures: 630

 Returned Late: 2,099

 Not Signed: 3,105 

Bad Signatures
11%

Returned Late
36%

Not Signed
53%



ELECTION DAY



ELECTION DAY PARTICIPATION

66,462 voters voted on Election Day.

13% of all voters who voted, voted at the polls.

A 5% decrease from 2012. 



EDGE VOTING MACHINE USE

 90 ballots cast at the polls on Election Day 
used the Edge.
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PROVISIONAL BALLOTS

Provisional Ballots: 10,208 (compared to 
10,672 in 2012)

Verified and Counted: 8,234

Verified and Not Counted: 1,974
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EVERY VOTE COUNTS!
 Some of our closest races…



MEDIA COVERAGE



PEORIA
 Much of the media coverage for the primary election was focused on a City Council race in Peoria’s 
Mesquite District. 

 The Primary Election ballot originally sent to voters in the Mesquite District had an error. The ballot 
contained an incomplete listing of the candidates.

 Once our office received notice of the error we immediately worked to advise voters, bring awareness to 
the situation and send voters a replacement ballot.

 BUT… a mistake was then made by the print vendor when reprinting and resending the replacement ballot, 
and the ORIGINAL incorrect ballot was mailed.

 The Peoria Council decided to conduct the race through a special all-mail election, and a third ballot with 
just the three council candidates for that office was sent. 

 And then… 



PEORIA
 A federal judge halted the election and demanded that no 
votes from any of the ballots for City Council in the August 
primary be counted. 

 The election will instead be included on the General Election 
ballot. 

 If a run-off election is necessary, it will be held in March 
2015.



INDEPENDENT (OTH) VOTERS

 This year media coverage was devoted to how the Independent vote would impact this year’s Primary Election. 

 Education campaigns by our office and the Citizens Clean Elections Commission helped to get the word out, 
and the media steadily monitored the turnout. 



ELECTION DAY COVERAGE

 Media coverage began early. Interviews with Mrs. Purcell began at 
5:45 outside of her polling place. 

 Visitors from the associated press left our Election Night Results 
Center at about 11:45 pm. 

 In addition to the election results, a lot of coverage Election Day was 
dedicated to our new ePollbooks. 





ELECTION DAY COVERAGE



POST ELECTION 
DAY COVERAGE

 Post- Election Day coverage was focused 
on the counting of provisional ballots and 
early ballots that came in on election day.

 We made an effort to inform every 
journalist about the process and answer 
their question: “What is taking so long?” 

 We finished tabulating ballots on 8/29 and 
tallying write-ins on 9/2.



SOCIAL MEDIA- PEOPLE LIKE US 

 Facebook likes gained from the start of early voting to Election Day: 1,057

 Total Twitter followers: 276



SOCIAL MEDIA- WE’RE GETTING POPULAR

Most popular week on Twitter: 8/18-
8/22 with 2,159 views 

Total Facebook Reach from the start of 

early voting to Election Day: 17,230 views



THANK YOU
NEXT MEETING: 

General Election Preview

October 29th at 10am. 


