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• The Good News
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• Technical Corrections
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Timeline: Where are we?
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What are we looking at?
• Aerial maps with the new 

lines overlaid.
• Green=Legislative line
• Blue=Congressional line
• Red=Precinct line
• Purple box=GIS highlight
• Yellow=Census block
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What are we looking at?
• The map that was 

completed in 
December was 
printed so that 
conflicts with lines 
within the county 
could be identified & 
shared with IRC.

• Hand-written notes 
are shown with 
possible resolutions. 
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The GOOD

• We finally got rid of 
the Carl sliver-
precinct which was a 
trap from the last 
redistricting so will be 
able to consolidate this 
area of small 
precincts.

• The consolidated 
precinct will be named 
Carl.
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The GOOD
• We are able to 

clean up the lines 
of the sliver 
precincts along      
I17 with the move 
of the Leg line.
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The Slight
• In some cases precincts are split so will 

have minor boundary changes to 
accommodate the new IRC lines:
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Areas of Concern
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Areas of Concern
• Vistancia was 

split up but we 
(luckily) have a 
location to use as 
a polling place in 
both halves of the 
community.

• But voters on the 
northwest corner 
will drive past 
one location to get 
to their correct 
polling place.
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Areas of Concern

• These quirky lines 
are reflective of 
Census block Tiger 
lines which are 
one option of lines 
to follow.

• These are the lines 
IRC used.
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Census
• Here is an example of 

selecting the better Tiger 
line when two are available.

• And the issue when there is 
only one: 
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Choices
• Here is another case of 

multiple Census block 
lines to choose from.

• By looking at the lines 
overlaid on the aerial 
map it quickly becomes 
apparent which one not 
to select (see the green 
line…)
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Areas of Concern

• This new 
precinct only has 
3 voters in it.
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Areas of Concern

• Because the Leg and Congressional lines weave in 
and out of one another, these 3 precincts are 
created unnecessarily. 

MOSTLY CORRECTED…

This was not, 
is now its 

own precinct.
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Areas of Concern
• The northern portion 

of Peoria is now in a 
different district than 
the rest of the city.

• However, there are no 
geographical issues 
with the lines.
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Areas of Concern

• Because the lines are not coterminous, 
and the Leg line splits 2 houses.
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This is how it looks on the 5 District map:
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Areas of Concern
• Trap with just a 

few homes in it.

• This trap was 
later resolved, 
(on the final 
map), but 
another issue 
surfaced.
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Front Porch or 
Back Deck?

• Dozens of homes, all 
those on west-side of 
the precinct/district are 
split in half by the CD 
line (blue).

• But now this area will 
be part of the precinct 
to the south so they will 
have a polling place.

CORRECTED 1/18/2012!
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Front Porch or Back Deck?
Trouble when following Census lines.
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Census
• Each address was entered into the 

Census database to track which census 
block the house was allocated to.

• The inhabitants were then placed to the 
correct side of the line.
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Census Lines

• Some of the 
Census Tiger lines 
may have been 
drawn through the 
desert long before 
there were any 
dwellings, or 
population, there.
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• This is particularly problematic because 
it is a large apartment complex and this 
splits off the ends of two buildings:
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Census Lines
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Census Lines
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• Identifying, and coming to resolution on, 
these areas of concern has taken some time.

• In some cases it is a question of line 
placement in terms of feet.
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• The mapping experts at IRC have worked very 
closely with our GIS staff in order to remedy 
the technical issues.
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Front Porch or Back Deck?
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• In some cases, it would seem that this is 
just a technical issue with the alignment 
of the Leg and Congressional lines:
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Technical Corrections
• Because MCED does geo-

spacial coding of our 
voters, which is 
EXTREMELY accurate 
(to the centimeter), 
overlaying that data with 
traditional methods can 
identify inaccuracies.
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Technical Corrections

• Many of the areas were not in locations 
where there are homes/voters:
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What’s up with this one??
• Our voting 

precinct line 
also bisects 
this home… 
how could that 
happen?
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The house is on a double plot—half 
in Scottsdale, half in Phoenix!

The majority of the house sits in Scottsdale, so the voter has been placed on the 
east side of the line. 
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Technical Corrections
• Following tribal boundaries:

Gila River
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Technical Corrections
• This is the southern boundary of the Salt River Pima 

Maricopa Community, the highway was followed instead:
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Technical Corrections
• Some technical corrections we can 

accomplish by moving the precinct line:
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Technical Corrections
• Some technical corrections we can 

accomplish by moving the precinct line:

• Some of our precinct consolidations were 
reversed because of the IRC lines.



REDISTRICTING 2012

Technical Corrections

• Here we see 
how county 
islands 
impacted 
where the 
lines were 
drawn.
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Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel

• Now voters 
will have to 
travel out of 
their 
neighborhoods 
and go further 
to reach their 
polling place.
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Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel

These voters will now have to travel  way 
south to a new pollingplace.
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Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel

Same for these voters—Canyon had 0 voters
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Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel

And these voters too
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Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel

• By not aligning L&C lines around 
South Mtn Park, either  small precinct 
traps are created or voters will have to 
drive around the mountain to get to 
their polling place!



REDISTRICTING 2012

• Voters who live on the 
edge of their 
community/neighborhood 
and have been drawn 
into another district will 
have an inordinate 
distance to travel 

Ramifications: 
Distance Voter Must Travel
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Ramifications: Precinct Splits
• Because municipal district boundaries 

were not always considered, numerous 
splits have been created.  This drives up 
the cost of ballots.
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Ramifications: Precinct Splits

• When there are multiple precinct splits 
it can cause confusion of the voters as 
well as workers at the polls.

• This could lead to a voter receiving the 
wrong ballot—one that they are either 
not entitled to vote, or omitting items to 
which they are entitled to vote on.
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Ramifications: 
Costs of Small Precincts

• In these areas where we have only a 
handful of voters, each precinct will 
require:
– Precinct-specific ballots
– Precinct-specific registers and rosters
– Polling locations (except in a PPE)
– Election board at the polls
– Optical scan & DRE voting equipment
– All applicable ballot boxes, booths, etc.
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Ramifications: 
Dominoes

• It is important to remember that when 
one line changes it can impact all other 
district considerations:
– BOS/MCCC/SHCD
– Justice of the Peace/Constable
– Voting Precincts
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Final Lines
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Final Lines
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Comparison of Changes

• Where these changes impactful to the 
demographics from what we have 
already submitted to DOJ?

• Lets compare existing lines, our 
proposed/submitted lines, and the new 
Post-IRC lines to gage the variation.
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BOS/MCCC/SHCD 
Minority %
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District 1

District 2
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District 5

Current Minority % Proposed Minority % Post IRC

This chart reflects the 
Census data referring to 
Total Minority 
Percentage of the 
population for the 
current lines, what was 
originally proposed, and 
the Post-IRC lines.

The difference between 
proposal & Post-IRC is 
what is listed to the 
right.
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-.28%

-.25%

-.45%
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BOS/MCCC/SHCD 18+ 
Minority %
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District 5

Current Minority % Proposed Minority % Post IRC

-.13%

+.15%

-.24%

-.21%

-.53%

This chart reflects the 
Census data referring to 
Voting Age Minority 
Percentage of the 
population for the 
current lines, what was 
originally proposed, and 
the Post-IRC lines.

The difference between 
proposal & Post-IRC is 
what is listed to the 
right.
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Changes to BOS/MCCC/SHCD
• Bold line is the 

December 2011 
submitted line.

• Where that is 
different from the 
shading, the 
shading represents 
the new, final line.

Pink is new line
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Changes to BOS/MCCC/SHCD
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Changes to BOS/MCCC/SHCD
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Changes to BOS/MCCC/SHCD
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Changes to BOS/MCCC/SHCD

• This is the area around South Mountain Park 
where we have 3 tiny precincts (1, 2, & 3) 
because of the Census lines.
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Final Lines: Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Final Lines: Justice of the Peace/Constable
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JP/Constable  
Minority %
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This chart reflects 
the Census data 
referring to Total 
Minority Percentage 
of the population for 
the current lines as 
well as those that 
are proposed.
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JP/Constable 
18+ Minority %
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This chart reflects 
the Census data 
referring to Total 
Minority 
Percentage of the 
population for the 
current lines, what 
was originally 
proposed, and the 
Post-IRC lines.
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable

• The same major line 
changes impacted 
the JP lines as well.
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Changes to Justice of the Peace/Constable
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Final Lines: Voting Precincts
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Final Lines: Voting Precincts
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Demographics

• Demographic information will be 
included once completed. 

• It will also be available on the MCED 
website.
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Voting Precinct Changes
• We currently have 1142 precincts.
• Through consolidation of precincts we 

proposed 728 in our submission to DOJ (what 
we covered and discussed throughout 2011).

• With the IRC lines, some of those 
consolidations could not take place in totality 
so some precincts were divided up (precincts 
cannot be split by Leg or Con line), while 
others could be combined which were formerly 
bordered by such a line.
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• A full listing of precincts will be available 
once new numbers are assigned.

• Email notification will go out to all 
Community Network members and there 
will be public posting on the website.
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Final, Final, Final

• The Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors will meet on February 6th in 
the Supervisor’s Auditorium to formally 
adopt the new lines.

• MCED will be submitting our addendum 
to our submission that afternoon.

• This will begin our 60-day preclearance 
window a new setting the lines to be 
official on April 6th, 2012.


