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The Presidential Preference Election is an 
election for the applicable party to determine 
who their convention delegates will vote for in 
the first round at the party’s national 
convention of party members.

The Primary election is the path for candidates 
to get on the ballot for the General Election, 
and therefore, have an opportunity to be 
elected to office by the entire voting public.



Registration: Ballot:



Voters not registered to a recognized party, or to no party at all,  can select the 
party ballot they want in August (with the exception of the Libertarian Party 

because they have closed their primary via court action.

NO PARTY



 



Only voters registered to the Green or 
Republican party by midnight on January 
30th are eligible for the PPE.



The yearly 
calendar for 
2012 specifies 
that the scope of 
the election is 
restricted to 
Republican & 
Green Party 
members:



 



Was there much activity of 
party changes prior to 
January 30th?

Voters can change party 
affiliation anytime they want.

The deadline for the PPE was 
January 30th, lets review 
voters who moved to the 
Green and Republican 
parties in the month leading 
up to the deadline.
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FOR COMPARISON’S SAKE



Voters can verify their registration 
status online, as well as get 
answers on how to resolve 
registration issues.

Personal information is necessary:

VOTER REGISTRATION

Such as DOB, & last 4 of 
SSN, Voter ID, or DL#



 



PPE-Specific information was 
posted on the homepage of the 
website to cover the basics.





 



Candidates have to complete the 2 page 
Candidate Nomination Paper.

 It must have an original signature which is 
notarized.

Candidates could file with the Secretary of 
State’s Office beginning December 20th, 
2011 and ending at 5:00 PM January 9th, 
2012.



THE CANDIDATE NOMINATION 
PAPER



Candidate’s 
names appear 
as they were 
drawn by lot.

Results will be 
reported by 
Congressional 
District

There are no 
write-ins.



Candidate’s 
names appear 
as they were 
drawn by lot.

Results will be 
reported by 
Congressional 
District

There are no 
write-ins.



Sample ballots are posted on the 
website.

Voters can retrieve their sample ballot 
by entering their address into the 
polling place locator.

BALLOT CONTENT



 



There are four (4) Early Voting 
Locations for the PPE



As usual we had the three County Recorder’s 
Offices as Early Voting Sites.

Additionally, we have an agreement with 
Arizona State University to use one of their 
facilities at the Tempe campus for the PPE, 
Primary, & General elections.
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Total Requests: 379,196
Total Returns: 170,449

AS OF FEBRUARY 17TH

45% Return Rate 
to date



 In order to visually distinguish which election 
a ballot packet is for, a wide yellow strip was 
printed on the PPE return envelope.

This will help to ensure that PPE ballots are 
not comingled with March election ballots.



Large Print:
39

Braille:
10

Special Election Board:
15

AS OF FEBRUARY 17TH



Our military and overseas 
voting assistance office was 
busy with ballot requests and 
Federal Post Card 
Applications (FPCAs).

This is the stack of returned 
balloting materials ready for 
processing: 



0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

EML
FAX

MAIL

AS OF FEBRUARY 17TH



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14
EML

FAX

MAIL

AS OF FEBRUARY 17TH



Voters have the ability 
 to check their PEVL status, 
 request an early ballot, monitor 

their ballot status, 
and find the early voting location 

nearest to them on our website 
with convenient, eye-catching 
buttons.

EARLY VOTING



 



 In the December 2011 Community Network 
meeting we discussed how precincts were 
consolidated and polling locations selected.

We have had a few polling location changes 
since our initial submission to DOJ.

The majority of the changes occurred prior to 
sample ballots being mailed so voter impact 
was limited.







 Consolidations follow standard City 
groupings even though such a 
small number of voters will be 
participating in the PPE

 Precincts range from 498 to 1331 
voters



 Same with Scottsdale—consolidated 
along traditional City groupings.

 Ranges from 391 to 1834 voters



 There were 5 changes made after the sample ballots were 
mailed out:
o 2 were room changes only
o 2 was a name change of the facility
o 1 was an addressing change but the facility did not physically move

 Voters in these areas received a change card in the mail



 All changes are 
immediately updated 
on the polling place 
locator tool so that the 
public receives correct 
information.

 This is true not only for 
the single address 
inquiry, but also the 
full listing of locations.



With the 
consolidations, 
there were much 
shorter lines of 
equipment 
awaiting delivery.

Shelves were still 
relatively full.

204 POLLING LOCATIONS



Parking designation signs

Ramps for curbs

Threshold ramps

ADA & HAVA
ACCOMODATIONS



Additional booth lighting:



For this election with 204 polling locations, only 
6 trucks were necessary:



However, deliveries still covered 
the entire geographic region of 
the County.

President’s Day complicated 
things also from a standard 
delivery schedule.

But the warehouse
was on top of it!



Only down a single 
worker!

Although we 
traditionally get a 
lot of cancellations 
the week before 
the election, we’re 
in really good 
shape!

ONE WEEK OUT



 Actually, all flagged precincts were covered—the All Mail 
precincts were not removed from the report.

 Only 1 precinct was down by 1 boardworker with a week to go! 

AS OF 2/17/2012



Three classes are being 
conducted:

1 East Valley
1 West Valley
1 Central Valley



 In class we try to 
prepare the workers by 
contextualizing their 
role in history & the 
law.

We discuss generalities 
in procedures, but also 
election-specific 
changes.

HOW to effectively 
assist a voter is 
covered.



SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PPE



SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PPE



SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PPE



We remind worker that there are voters who 
may have changed party so to be sure to 
check the Add-on List in the Inspector Packet

SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PPE



At the end of class, we do a quick 
comprehension test of the basics covered.

How do you think you would do? (Without the 
benefit of sitting through the 1-2 hour class!)

Curious?

Let’s find out!

SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PPE



The presidential preference 
election is an open primary to 
all voters.

True

False



The presidential preference 
election is an open primary to 
all voters.

True

False

The PPE is only 
open to member 
of the parties 
participating: 
Green & 
Republican



Arizona’s open primary is in 
August.

True

False



Arizona’s open primary is in 
August.

True

False



Arizona’s open primary is in 
August.

True

False

In August ALL 
voters are eligible 
(and non-party 
affiliated voters 
get to select their 
ballot)



Voters have to show a picture 
ID to get a ballot.

True

False



Voters have to show a picture 
ID to get a ballot.

True

False

Voters can show 2 
non-photo IDs 
from List 2.



Voters can cast a provisional 
ballot in any polling place and 
it will count.

True

False



Voters can cast a provisional 
ballot in any polling place and 
it will count.

True

False

Voters must 
cast their ballot 
in their home 
precinct in 
order for it to be 
counted.



A registered Democrat will be 
listed in the signature roster 
of eligible voters.

True

False



A registered Democrat will be 
listed in the signature roster 
of eligible voters.

True

False

Only voters registered 
as Republicans or 
Green Party members 
will be listed in the 
roster, register, or add-
on list



If the address on the ID(s) 
matches the Signature 
Roster the voter votes a 
standard ballot. 

True

False



If the address on the ID(s) 
matches the Signature 
Roster the voter votes a 
standard ballot. 

True

False

If the address doesn’t 
match they vote a 
provisional ballot and DO 
NOT have to come back.



We should use the map to 
determine if the voter is in the 
correct PP if we cant find them 
in the roster.

True

False



We should use the map to 
determine if the voter is in the 
correct PP if we cant find them 
in the roster.

True

False

Absolutely! We need to 
be sure they are in the 
correct PP so that their 
ballot will count.



Not everyone has to show ID 
–especially if you know them. 

True

False



Not everyone has to show ID 
–especially if you know them. 

True

False

EVERYONE MUST show ID in 
order to obtain a ballot.  
Doesn’t matter if you have 
been married to them for 50 
years, gave birth to them, or 
never seen them before.



Early voters who are marked 
with an X in the roster can vote 
a standard ballot if they turn in 
their early ballot.

True

False



Early voters who are marked 
with an X in the roster can vote 
a standard ballot if they turn in 
their early ballot.

True

False

They must vote a 
provisional ballot to be 
sure that they have not 
already voted. 



If a voter says they changed 
their party to an “R” or a “G”, 
but they aren’t in the roster, 
they get a standard ballot.

True

False



If a voter says they changed 
their party to an “R” or a “G”, 
but they aren’t in the roster, 
they get a standard ballot.

True

False

Check the add-on list, if 
they aren’t there they 
HAVE TO VOTE A 
PROVISIONAL BALLOT.  
MCED will determine 
their eligibility.



The Green & Republican Parties will be 
authorizing observers for at the polls on Election 
Day.

These observers will represent their party and 
will need the signed letter of designation from 
their party Chair.

We offer a workshop to the parties:

OBSERVERS



 It is standard practice to post a sign when a 
candidate officially withdraws from a race 
with the filing agent (SOS, MCED, City/Town 
Clerk, School Superintendent’s Office).

While some candidates have withdrawn 
nationally, NONE have done so officially for 
the PPE with the Arizona Secretary of State’s 
Office.

SIGNAGE



Unless that happens, there WILL NOT be 
signage posted at the polls.

SIGNAGE



Reminder that electioneering laws changed.
 If a candidate, party, or issue is on the ballot 

nothing can be displayed in support or 
opposition within the 75 foot limit.

ELECTIONEERING



“includes any use of a candidate's or political 
party's name or a ballot measure's name or 
numeric designation and any verbal 
expressions of opposition or support”

For this election that means        :

ELECTIONEERING

NAME NAME NAME NAMENAME  



Statute is very specific that it is the candidate or 
party NAME and the proposition NAME or 
NUMBER.

So…logos, likenesses, and slogans are all ok as 
long as the name isn’t there too:

ELECTIONEERING



ELECTIONEERING

Here are samples of what is being given to 
our field Trouble Shooters:



ELECTIONEERING

ONE of these IS OK…yes, this is a test!

Logos (without name)



For this election there were   
43 Trouble Shooters hired.

Even though there aren’t 
the throngs hired for a 
county-wide election of all 
registered voters, all the 
same information needs to 
be prepared! 

TROUBLE SHOOTERS



Voters are able to locate the correct polling 
location for the consolidation of precincts for 
this election by entering in their current 
address:

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



Facility information, including address, cross 
streets, photographs, and a map are all 
provided:

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



Photographs provide 
the voter with a visual 
identifier if they 
aren’t familiar with 
the area.

 It also lets then know 
about accessibility & 
parking 
accommodations.

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



On this same page the public can access the 
full listing of polling locations & a document 
on “Conduct at the Polls”

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



Select the election & the full list will open.
Past location archives are also on this page, but 

remember, precinct boundaries, names, numbers 
and consolidations can, and do, change!

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



Facilities which do not allow electioneering are 
listed on the website as well (should you be 
associated with a candidate or be circulating 
petitions for the fall):

POLLING PLACE 
INFORMATION



AZCentral had 
its own online 
straw poll 
going for the 
Republican 
contest:



 


