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866,440 Ballots Sent
665,065 Returned

77% Return Rate*
*this is the lowest rate of return we have had since we started tracking 

in 1992



General 2000: 89.51% Return Rate
General 2002: 87.25% Return Rate
General 2004: 88.93% Return Rate
General 2006: 92.21% Return Rate
General 2008: 91.72% Return Rate

This election was well below the average 
of 85.08% for the past decade.
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Why the drop??
 How do alternative ballot formats perform in comparison to 

standard format?
 How were the requests made of those voters who did not 

return their ballot?
 What are the party affiliations of the voters who did not 

return their early ballot?
 How old were the voters who did not vote the ballot mailed 

to them?



Ballot Format Comparison



EV Return Rate Comparison
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Alternative formats include minority language (Spanish) ballots, Braille, & Large Print.
Tabulation refers to those which went on for counting having been signature verified.
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Source of Request Review
How were the requests made for the voters who did not return a voted ballot?  



Did Not Return Ballot by Source of PEVL Request
(These are listed in descending order)
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76% of the ballots mailed 
but not returned were to 
voters who initiated the 
request directly to MCED



PEVL vs. Single EV Request

96% of the ballots mailed but not 
returned were PEVL



By Year of the Request
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2010 was the year with the most requests from voters
who did not return their early ballot.



Party Affiliation of Voters Who Did Not 
Return Early Ballot
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Date of Birth of Voter by Decade for 
Ballots Mailed & Not Returned
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Younger voters were more inclined to not vote 
and return the ballot mailed to them.

*This demographic are also the voters who tend to go to the wrong polling place.

**



 If you look at each age group and determine the number of 
ballots requested, returned, and cast at the polls is there any 
distinction by age in whether or not the voter was more or 
less apt to return the ballot mailed to them?

 The answer is a resounding YES!



% of Vote  Which Were Ballots Sent & 
Not Returned For Voters of a Decade
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The outliers had almost a third of their potential 
participation not returned.



Ballots Cast By Voters of a Decade
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This includes early ballots returned, standard & all provisional ballots from the polls.



EZVoter
Lets take a more in depth look at the voters who made their PEVL request via the online voter 
registration tool. 



EZVoter PEVL requests

 64,833 voters selected that they wanted to be on PEVL when 
registering (or updating their registration) on line but a third of 
them, 21,584 voters, did not vote nor return the ballot mailed 
to them.

 The ability to request  via EZVoter was only available for a short 
period of time before the General Election.

 Lets review who is using EZVoter to get on the PEVL and then 
how effective the voters are using the PEVL service



EZVoter PEVL General 2010
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EZVoter PEVL Use by Party Breakdown
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EZVoter PEVL Request



EZVoter PEVL RETURNED 
by Party Breakdown
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EZVoter PEVL NOT RETURNED 
by Party Breakdown
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EZVoter PEVL But Voted Provisionally at 
the Polls by Party Breakdown
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Party Effectiveness
For each party & affiliation category, how effective was the EZVoter PEVL tool?
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How does the return rate compare 
to the General Election of 2008?



Party Affiliation of Voters Who Did Not 
Return Early Ballot
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Date of Birth of Voter by Decade for 
Ballots Mailed & Not Returned
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2010 Saw a much 
greater span of 

numbers 
(35,000+) rather 
than 2008 when it 

was all within 
about 10,000



% of Vote  Which Were Ballots Sent & 
Not Returned For Voters of a Decade
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This demonstrates the great 
difference in the number of 

ballots not returned for 
voters born 1960 and later.



Ballots Cast By Voters of a Decade
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And here we see that the same age group not only 
didn’t send back the ballot mailed to them, their 

overall participation dropped far greater than their 
older counterparts.


