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• Registration

• Education 

• Voting

• Other ways to participate in our democracy



Registration: Qualifications



Citizenship

Must be a citizen of 
the United States & 
have documentation 
on, or with, the initial 
registration form 



Must be 18 on or 
before the next 
General Election

Age



Must be a resident of Arizona and the county in which you are 
registering

Residency



First time felons have their rights restored 
upon completion of their probationary period 
and satisfying restitution requirements—they 
can then register.

Second time or multiple felonies require a 
restoration of civil rights by the courts after a 
waiting period before they are able to 
register.

Felony Convictions



One does not have the right to register if they have been 
adjudicated incompetent.

Adjudication of Incompetency



Power of attorney does not count:



REGISTRATION:
Stay Current



• Call us at 602-506-1511

• Check on the MCED website:

Not sure if you're registered?



 If you move or change your mailing address:

 If you change your name:

 If you want to change your political party affiliation:

When do you need to update?



• When you move add “Update Registration” to your long 
check list:

Move phone service

Move cable/dish television service

Notify magazine subscriptions of new address

 Update drivers license 

 Tell Aunt Martha, Uncle Stanley, &  Cousin Fred

 UPDATE VOTER REGISTRATION

Prioritize



Surely it's more important than not 
missing an issue??



• Where you live determines who represents you at all levels of 
government: City/Town, School Board, County, State, and 
Federal.

• It also dictates the taxes that you pay when questions are asked 
of the voters in a given district.

• 2011 was a redistricting year so many voting precincts, Justice of 
the Peace/Constable, Board of Supervisors/Maricopa County 
Community College/Special Health Care District boundaries have 
changed.

• This can impact: polling locations, representation, taxes, etc.

Why is it important to stay current?



• To update your existing registration you can complete a voter 
registration form obtained:
– By calling 602-506-1511 and having one mailed to you
– From any of our 3 offices (MCTEC, Downtown, or Mesa)
– By printing it off of our website (www.recorder.maricopa.gov)
– From the Arizona Secretary of State’s office
– From any City or Town Clerk’s office
– From any of the political party offices
– At any public assistance agency

Staying Current Is Easy



Staying Current Is Easy



• When completing the registration update be sure to include your 
previous address &/or name:

Staying Current Is Easy

Providing this information helps us to find you in almost 2 million 
voters so that the correct record—YOUR record—is updated.



• Arizona is fortunate in that we are one of only a handful of 
states which offer online voter registration.

• You can update your information at the same time as your 
Driver’s License information at the Service Arizona website:

www.servicearizona.com

Online Registration









You are also 
offered voter 
registration 
when 
renewing tags 
and licenses:



• When you register online you are given a confirmation 
number.

• Retain the number for your records.

• You will notice that it is the date and time of your 
registration.

Online Registration



Registration: Party Affiliation



• Voters have the right to designate a political party when they 
register—or  not.

• So lets look at what are the recognized parties and what 
impact party selection has on the voter.

Party Affiliation



Party Affiliation

• There are currently five recognized parties in the State of Arizona:

Americans Democratic Green     Libertarian     Republican
Elect



• Party affiliation will only limit participation in the Presidential 
Preference election conducted every 4 years in February.

• This election may be called by any, or all, parties selecting their 
candidate for President.

• It may be only a single party participating but it can be more.

• In 2008 there were two parties who called an election:

• &

Impact



• For 2012 2 of the 5 parties will have a Presidential Preference 
Election on February 28th:

• Voters MUST be REGISTERED to one of these

parties in order to be eligible to vote.

Presidential Preference 2012



2012 Presidential Preference Election

Have the right to vote :

Were NOT ELIGIBLE TO vote 
under current AZ law:

No Party



• The Primary Election held in August is an entirely different 
matter.

• ALL VOTERS CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE AUGUST PRIMARY 
—regardless of party affiliation.

• If you have registered to a party that is the party’s ballot you 
receive.

• If you are not registered to one of the recognized parties you 
may select either an Americans Elect, Democratic, Green, or 
Republican ballot. (The Libertarian Party has closed their 
Primary through litigation.)

Open Primary



Voters not registered to a recognized party will only be able to select either 
an Americans Elect, Democratic, Green, or Republican ballot  
(the Libertarian Party has closed their Primary Election to only party members).  

Voters not 
registered to 
a recognized 
party can 
select their 
ballot

NO PARTY



August Primary

Registered as: Ballot:

THEY GET



Being a registered voter does NOT mean that 
you have the right to vote in EVERY election

If I Live Here, I Have the Right to Vote 
in These Elections: Which Means I Don’t Live Here, & I Am 

Not Eligible to Vote in These Elections:



• So, if the voter chooses to not select a party the only election 
that they would not be eligible for is the Presidential 
Preference Election every 4 years.

• When designating a party the registrant can check the box 
for Republican or Democrat or they need to include AT 
LEAST the following 3 letter designation for another of the 
recognized parties:
– AEL= If they are want Americans Elect 
– GRN= If they are want Green
– LBT= If they are want Libertarian

Impact



Registration Verification



• 4-6 weeks after registration the voter will get their voter ID 
card in the mail.

• Confirm that all of the information is correct.

• If the registration was done by hand, did we correctly 
interpret the penmanship? 

• Verify:
– Spelling of name
– Address
– Date of Birth
– Party Affiliation

Registration Verification



Polling Places are NOT listed on the 
Voter ID, Districts are:



What is on the ID Card?

ID:
Your unique Voter ID number

Party:
• Recognized Parties are AEL, GRN, DEM, LBT, and    
REP.  
• If you register in any other party NONE will be 
listed.  
• If you did not select a party then NONE will be 
listed.

ISSUE DATE: 
Date the card was issued

DOR:
Date of original registration



What is on the ID Card?
PRC:
Voting precinct number and name 

CITY:  
City district (this example is Phoenix 1)

CON: 
Congressional District for representation in the 
United States Congress 

LEG: 
Legislative District for representation in the State 
Legislature 

SUP: 
County Board of Supervisors District 

JP: 
Justice of the Peace precinct 

ELEM SCHOOL DIST: 
Elementary School District 

HIGH SCHOOL DIST: 
High School District 



• If you complete a registration form and give it to anyone 
other than a Maricopa County Election Department or 
Arizona Secretary of State staff person be sure to keep your 
receipt —it is the only proof you have that you registered.

• This receipt will suffice to get you registered if the 3rd party 
organization you gave your registration to does not turn it 
in…

• If you do not get your ID card within 4-6 weeks of 
completing the form contact MCED.

• In 2008 we had organizations turning in forms after holding 
them for up to 9 months!

Be Vigilent!



Educate yourself on the issues.

Teacher’s Name – X Grade



• Secretary of State’s Office: www.azsos.gov

• In Arizona the Secretary of State (SOS) publishes a Publicity 
Pamphlet complete with the full text of propositions, pro and 
con letters sent in by citizens, ballot language, and voting 
guides for you to take with you to the polls.

• Local Jurisdictions (such as your City/Town, School District, 
Fire District, etc) will also issue publicity pamphlets when 
they have a question on the ballot. 

Resources



SOS Publicity Pamphlet

English versions 
are sent to every 

household.

Voters who 
require a Spanish 
version can obtain 
one by contacting 
the Secretary of 
State’s office.



• Full text:

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



• Pro & Con Letters:

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



• Ballot format:

This is the actual 
language on the 
ballot.

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



• Voter’s Guide:

This is a great way to 
keep track of how you 
want to vote your 
official ballot when 
you get it—either 
early or on Election 
Day.

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



Local Jurisdiction 
Publicity Pamphlets

English & 
Spanish are all 
in one booklet 
sent to each 
household.



• MCED posts audio versions of the SOS Publicity pamphlet in English, 
Spanish, and Tohono O’odham.  

• These recordings are also available on CD upon request.

• Jurisdictional Publicity Pamphlets are available upon request basis.

• Publicity Pamphlets are also 

available in Braille and Large Print.

Publicity Pamphlets in Alternative 
Formats



Campaign mailers/signs/ads:
Read all sides & form your own opinion!



• You can find a wealth of information about issues by doing a 
simple search engine inquiry

• Informative web-pages, blogs, articles, etc. are at your 
fingertips:

The online search



Find out what the 
candidates stand for



• Clean Elections: www.azcleanelections.gov

• The Clean Elections Commission’s Voter 
Education Guide contains photos of candidates 
(when provided), the candidate’s political party, a 
candidate statement (when provided), 
information on their campaign funding method, 
and their website (when provided). 

• They also sponsor debates

Resources



Citizens Clean Elections Commission 
Voter Education Guide

English & 
Spanish are all 
in one booklet 
sent to each 
household.



• State Corporation Commission candidates:

Citizens Clean Elections Commission 
Voter Education Guide



• State Senator candidates by District:

Citizens Clean Elections Commission 
Voter Education Guide



• State Representative candidates by District:

Citizens Clean Elections Commission 
Voter Education Guide



• Judicial Performance Review (JPR) Summary

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



• JPR Individual Judge Rating:

SOS Publicity Pamphlet



SOS Publicity Pamphlet

• Voter’s Guide:
This is a great way to 
keep track of how you 
want to vote your official 
ballot when you get it—
either early or on 
Election Day.

• There are a lot of judges 
so this REALLY helps!



Campaign mailers/signs/ads:
Read about all the candidates & form your own opinion!



• You have the right to take voting materials with you to 
the polls and into the booth with you to aid in the 
decision making process.

• However, you CANNOT display the materials in any 
attempt to influence other voters.  If you do so the 
boardworkers will ask that you leave the materials 
outside of the 75 foot electioneering limit.

Voting Materials at the Polls



VOTING:
Know your options



• Vote by mail

• Vote at an early voting site

• Vote via assistance from a Special Election Board

• Vote at the polls on Election Day

• Overseas voters can vote a Federal Write in Absentee Ballot 
(FWAB)

• No matter HOW you do it, just be sure you DO IT!

There are a number of options for 
casting your ballot in Arizona



Early Voting Options



• Early voting sites are available throughout the county starting 26 
days before Election Day.

• All voters are eligible to vote at an early voting site.

• ID is not required to vote at an early voting site.

• Voters sign the early voting affidavit on the envelope and their 
signature is verified against their voter registration.

• For EV locations check the website: www.recorder.maricopa.gov

Early Voting Sites



Voters fill out a control slip with their 
name and address:

Staff will explain how to mark the ballot by 
completing the arrow:

Early Voting Sites



The Voter marks their choices:
The Voter puts the voted ballot into the 
signed early voting affidavit envelope and 
deposits it into the ballot box: 

Early Voting Sites



• Early voting sites close at 5:00 PM on the Friday prior to the 
election. 

• EVERYONE in line at that time gets to vote—but no one gets 
in line after 5:00 PM.

Early Voting Sites



Vote by mail

• All voters have the vote by mail option available as well.

• Ballots are sent out to local voters still residing in the county, to other 
regions of the state, across the country, and around the world.

• MCED must have a signed request from the voter for signature 
verification in order to send a ballot to an address other than that of 
the voter’s registration.



Vote by mail

• Voters can request a ballot by mail for a single election or 
they can request to be put on the Permanent Early Voting 
List (PEVL) and get a ballot for every election they are 
eligible for.

• To be added to the PEVL MCED must have a signature to 
verify against the voter’s registration.

• Forms can be printed from our website:
• Or done when you register:



PEVL Request Card



By Mail

• Hundreds of thousands of voters vote by mail in Maricopa 
County.

• For the General Election we sent out ballots in English, Spanish, 
Braille, and Large Print. 

• Voter received assistance voting their early ballots in Tohono 
O’odham with the coordinated efforts of the San Lucy District 
Office and Elder Center.  Some voters cast ballots in a federal 
election for the first time in their lives.



By Mail 

• Voter information is available on 
our website in audio format in 
English, Spanish, & Tohono 
O’odham and ASL videos

• Brochures are also available 
addressing the unique challenges 
faced by Native American voters 



• If voters request an early ballot or ask to be added to 
the PEVL and then go to the polling place on Election 
Day they will have to vote a Provisional Ballot.

• Their name will be marked with an “X” in the 
Signature Roster.

• The boardworkers do not know if the voter voted and 
returned their early ballot or not so a provisional is 
necessary to ensure that NO ONE is voting twice.

Early Voters at the Polls



You have the right to ballot options



• Alternative Formats:
– Large Print
– Braille
– Voter information via Audio CD and Sign Videos

• Ballot Language:
– English
– Spanish
– Tohono O’odham (audio)

Ballot Options in Maricopa County



• Every early voting site & each polling place on Election Day in 
Maricopa County is equipped with a touch screen voting machine for 
voters to use in order to vote independently.

• AZ law requires a paper audit trail.
• There is audio available in 

– English
– Spanish
– Tohono O’odham

• There is standard & large print
– English
– Spanish

Casting ballot independently



• Each transaction has a paper record which is 
reconciled and can be audited.

• The paper advances so the next voter does not 
see how you voted.

• Each voter using the touch screen has their 
ballot style programmed on a Voter Card.

• The card can only be used once before it has to 
be reprogrammed, a voter cannot use it to cast 
more than one ballot.

Privacy



• You have the right to assistance by the person of your choosing to 
help you vote at the polls. 

• There are only 2 restrictions:
– Cannot be your employer or union representative (federal law)
– Cannot be a candidate on the ballot (state law)

• You have the right to assistance by poll workers at the polls on 
Election Day.

• You have the right to request special assistance in voting at home if 
you are unable to go to the polls, an early voting site, or are unable to 
complete the ballot yourself.

Assistance Options



Special Election Boards (SEB)

• Voters who are in a care facility, nursing home, or are 
homebound and do not have anyone to assist them in voting an 
early ballot can request an SEB team to help them.

• MCED coordinates with facility directors and administrators to 
schedule visits and ensure that all voters get the assistance that 
they need in an impartial manner. 



Special Election Boards

• This assistance is for those voters who truly NEED it.

• We once got to a home to provide assistance only to find a 
note tacked on the door that the voter would be back 
shortly—they were playing golf and got an earlier tee time 
than they expected! 



You cannot give someone else the 
ability to vote for you:

Nor can 
anyone else 
(even your 

nurse…) give 
your right to 
vote away to 

another 
person!



Power of attorney does not count 
either:



Understand how to cast your vote.



• BASIC IS BETTER!

• Use a simple blue/black pen or a pencil

• DO NOT use red ink or a glitter pen

• DO NOT use a marker that will bleed through the ballot onto 
the other side:

Ballot Marking Devise



• Follow the simple directions by connecting the head to the tail of 
the arrow which points to your selection(s)

Making your selection



• The machine is only reading in 
the shaded area so this would 
be read as a blank ballot 

Making your selection



We took care in marking tests in school 



(Well, most of us did!)



Seriously, don’t leave your intent 
up to someone else to figure out



• The list of official candidates is posted in every polling place.

• Write that candidate’s name in the write-in slot on the ballot 
and connect the head to the tail of the arrow pointing to 
their name:

Voting for a write-in candidate



Write-in Instructions:



Look for this sign at the polls for the 
list of official write-in candidates:



Second Chance Voting



• What exactly is it???
– If you mark your ballot and over-vote an office or mark it in such a 

way that your vote is not read the tabulation equipment used at 
the polls and the boardworkers need to notify you and allow you 
the opportunity to rectify your ballot.

– This is common when voters mark both yes and no on the judge 
retention portion of the ballot.

– When that happens the tabulation machine will kick the ballot out 
and you have the option to have that ballot accepted and counted 
as it is, or to spoil the ballot and cast another.

Second Chance Voting



• If the voter decides to leave the ballot and cast it as marked all 
other races and questions on the ballot will be counted. 

• It is simply placed back into the machine, which will kick it back, 
and the boardworker can override at the request of the voter so 
that the rest of the ballot is counted.

Second Chance Voting

It is the voter’s right to decide if they 
spoil the ballot and vote another or 

cast it as voted.



Overvotes



• If you vote for more candidates than are allowed you have 
over-voted that office/race.

• When this happens none of the selections for that contest 
are counted.

• In order to cast a vote in that contest a new ballot would 
need to be used.

Overvotes



You have the right to make 
mistakes & spoil your ballot.



• If the voter decides that they want to correct the 
error on the ballot they have the right to spoil the 
ballot and get another.

• Voters may only have one ballot in their possession 
at any given time, they may not use the first ballot 
to aid in marking the second.

• Voters may only have up to 3 ballots.  

Spoiled Ballots



The Correct Polling Place: 
Be Prepared Before Election Day



• Polling places can change for a variety of reasons and can 
change up, to and sometimes including, Election Day.
– Management can deny our use of their facility
– Voters can recommend a different location
– Type of election being held
– Facilities can be under construction or closed
– Voting precinct lines can change
– Size of the facility has to accommodate growth in voter registration 

&/or anticipated turnout
– Polling places are determined by the entity holding the election 

(MCED, City, School District, etc.)

Why do polling places change?



County Wide Election: Consolidated Election:

8 Polling places 2 Polling Places

Why do polling places change?
Type of Election

Such as a Primary or General Such as the Presidential Preference or a 
Jurisdictional Election 



• Prior to the election voters receive a sample ballot mailed to their 
home which will list the polling place in RED along with a small 
map of its location:

How Do Voters Find Out Where 
Their Polling Place Is Located?



• Many of the publicity pamphlets and candidate/issue mailers will 
also list your polling place:

How Do Voters Find Out Where 
Their Polling Place Is Located?



• If your polling place changes after the sample ballots are mailed 
then you will receive notice of the change:

How Do Voters Find Out Where 
Their Polling Place Is Located?



• Additionally, a sign will be placed on Election Day at the original 
location directing voters to the new polling place:

How Do Voters Find Out Where 
Their Polling Place Is Located?



• Use the online locator tool:

• Put in the address where you now live and it will provide you with 
your polling place name, address, mapping capabilities, pictures 
of the facility, and sample ballots!

• If you just want to drop off your early ballot put in any address (work, 
daycare, etc) to find the closest polling place.

How Do Voters Find Out Where 
Their Polling Place Is Located?



# Voters Using 
Online Polling Place Locator 2008
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Checking 
Election Results

11/3= 131,492
11/4= 128,543

Almost half a million voters used 
the PP locator in the General 

Election 2008!



Lets talk a little about voters 
going to the wrong polling place 
in the last Presidential Election.



Voters who went to the correct PP 
vs.

Voters who went to the wrong PP:

Correct
Wrong

98.5% of voters who went to the polls in 
the 2008 Presidential Election found the 
correct polling place



For Comparison: 
Wrong PP in Past General Elections
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• Many of these precincts 
saw high growth over 
the course of the year 
from Jan ‘08 to Jan ‘09

• This is another reason 
why it is SO important to 
keep registrations 
current!

Precincts with more 
than 20 voters going 
to the wrong PP



• But they were not all the 
ones with the highest 
growth.

• 10 of the precincts with more 
than 20 voters going to the 
wrong place (highlighted in 
yellow) were on the list of 
150% or more growth in 
voter reg—roughly 1/4 of 
that list.

High Growth 
Precincts



Highest Numbers of Voters Who 
Went to the Wrong Location:

62 

56 

46 

40 

42 
47



South Phoenix & Southwest Valley

56 54

53 
45 

42 



This map shows the correct PP in blue and the 
wrong PPs in green with a purple line from the 
voter’s residence to the PP they went to in error.



This map shows the correct PP in blue and the 
wrong PPs in green with a purple line from the 
voter’s residence to the PP they went to in error.



This map shows the correct PP in blue and 
the wrong PPs in green with a purple line 
from the voter’s residence to the PP they 
went to in error.



This map shows the correct PP in blue and the 
wrong PPs in green with a purple line from the 
voter’s residence to the PP they went to in error.



This map shows the correct PP in blue and the 
wrong PPs in green with a purple line from the 
voter’s residence to the PP they went to in error.



Notice how the 
lines radiate out in 
so many different 
directions in this 
precinct.

This is a precinct 
which has NOT
had a PP change.



Summary

• There were 79 precincts out of the 1142 which had 20 or more voters go 
to the wrong PP to cast their ballot.
– Of those 79: 7 facilities had changed since the Primary
– Of those 79: 33 facilities had changed since 2006 Gen

• 12 were denials from the facility
• 6 found PP within the precinct so voters didn’t have to travel as far
• 6 were administrative changes to comply with statute
• 4 facilities were used by another precinct
• 3 resulted from precinct line changes
• 2 were voter requests

• Between the ‘06 General and the ‘08 Primary almost 400 PPs changed 
(mostly due to new precinct lines) but only these 33 had 20 or more 
voters go to the wrong location in the ‘08 General



• Keep in mind that tens of thousands of voter’s have a change in 
polling place for every election because they have moved.

• Many of those voters update their registration information and 
receive the new polling location.

• In the 2008 General Election 21,937 voters DID NOT update their 
information but still went to the correct new polling place, voted 
provisionally, and had their VR updated & ballot counted. 

• That is MORE THAN TWICE the number of voters who went to the 
wrong PP (9,159).

Polling Place Changes



Know what is expected at the polls



• Voters can provide either One (1) photo ID off of List 1 or two (2) non-
photo IDs off of List 2.

• If the voter does not have sufficient ID they can vote a provisional ballot 
which is conditional upon them returning with ID either to the polls on 
Election Day or to an ID verification site post election.

• If the address on the ID is not the same as the voter’s registration they 
will be asked to vote a provisional ballot—THEY DO NOT HAVE TO 
RETURN WITH ANY OTHER ID

• It is the voter’s right to decide how they want to proceed and what 
ID they present from List 1/List 2.

ID is Required



Insufficient ID or no ID at all:

• If the voter has insufficient identification or no ID, the voter 
can go home and get ID, return to the polling place before 7 
PM, and vote a Standard Ballot:

+

+

or

&

=



Insufficient ID or no ID at all:

• Or the voter can vote a Provisional Ballot, but identification 
will still be necessary in order for the ballot to be processed.
• The voter can go home, get ID, and return to the polling 
place while the polls are open:

+

+ &

A form is filled out 
to show that the 
voter returned with 
ID so that their 
Provisional Ballot 
can be processed. 
The form will be 
deposited in the 
Provisional Ballot 
box.

=or



Insufficient ID or no ID at all:

• If the voter does not return to the polls, they can provide sufficient ID for the 3 
days following a Jurisdictional or Primary Election or 5 days following a Federal 
General Election.  

• Identification sites will be located:
– At all 3 County Recorder’s Offices
– Town & City Clerk’s Offices

+

+ &

A form is filled out 
to show that the 
voter returned with 
ID so that their 
Provisional Ballot 
can be processed. 

=or





LIST ONE: ONE REQUIRED 
Photo ID Options Bearing Name & Address

• Valid Arizona driver license 
or

• Valid Arizona non-operating identification
or

• Tribal enrollment card or other form of tribal ID
or

• Valid United States federal, state, or local government issued 
identification



LIST TWO: TWO REQUIRED 
Non-Photo ID Options Bearing Name & Address

• Utility Bill of the elector dated within 90 days of the 
date of the election. Utility bill may be for:

– Electric
– Gas
– Water
– Solid waste
– Sewer 
– Telephone
– Cellular phone
– Cable television 



LIST TWO cont.: TWO REQUIRED 
Non-Photo ID Options Bearing Name & Address

• Bank or credit union statement dated within 90 days 
of the date of the election.

• Valid Arizona vehicle registration
• Vehicle insurance card
• Indian census card
• Tribal enrollment card or other form of tribal 

identification



Examples of Tribal ID

• Tribal identification or enrollment card issued under the authority of a federally 
recognized Indian tribe, nation, community, or band ("tribe"), a tribal subdivision or the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

• Certificate of Indian Blood issued to a tribal member under the authority of a tribe or by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

• Voter registration card for tribal elections issued under the authority of a tribe; 

• Home site assignment lease, permit or allotment issued under the authority of a tribe, 
tribal subdivision, or by the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

• Grazing permit or allotment issued to a tribal member under the authority of a tribe, tribal 
subdivision, or by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.



LIST TWO cont.: TWO REQUIRED 
Non-Photo ID Options Bearing Name & Address

• Property tax statement of the elector’s residence
• Valid United States federal, state, or local government 

issued identification
• Voter registration card or Recorder’s certificate
• Any “Official Election Material” mailing bearing the 

elector’s name and address.



LIST TWO:
“Official Election Material” 

 Publicity Pamphlet 
addressed to individual 
voter  
(NOT to Household)

 Sample Ballot addressed 
to individual voter 
(NOT to Household)



What happens if the 
voter has a photo 
ID, but the address 
is different from the 
Signature Roster? 



Mix & Match
A US Passport, 
Military ID, or other  
photo ID from List 1 
with a different 
address & a non-
photo ID from List 2 
with the correct 
address



Votes a provisional ballot only if the address on the non-photo ID does not match the Roster. 

Voter DOES NOT have to return.

Voter DOES NOT have to provide any other ID.

+or

+or

(

( (

(



75 Foot Limit



• As we mentioned, voters can bring materials to aid them in 
casting their ballot but are not allowed to use those materials to 
campaign inside the 75 foot limit.

• Additionally, political party observers in the polling place and the 
poll workers themselves are not allowed to express any personal 
opinion or espouse any political views while in the 75 foot limit.

• It is your right as a voter to vote in a quiet and respectful 
environment.

Campaigning at the polls



• Many candidates and political action committees will take 
advantage of so many active voters in one place, at one time, 
and gather petitions on Election Day at the polls.

• They too must stay outside of the 75 foot limit and not 
hinder access to the polls

Campaigning at the polls



• It is Arizona law that the polling places which 
are chosen allow for electioneering (unless no 
other site is available or a site must be obtained 
in an emergency).

• For each election the select few sites which we 
use which do not allow electioneering are 
posted on our website.

• Most polling locations allow for electioneering 
but some may restrict areas where signage can 
be posted.

Non-electioneering sites



You have the right to cast a 
provisional ballot



• Not only do you have the right to vote a provisional ballot, 
but you have the right to know if that ballot was counted or 
not, and why.

• When you vote a provisional ballot you are given a pink 
receipt which contains a unique affidavit number on it which 
corresponds to the provisional form attached to your ballot 
envelope.

• This receipt provides instructions on where to obtain the 
status of your provisional ballot after the election.

Provisional Ballots



Provisional Ballots



• You can verify your provisional ballot status by calling the 
voter information line (602-506-1511) or on our website: 
www.recorder.maricopa.gov

Provisional Ballots

By entering in the affidavit number you can verify your ballot 
counted & if it didn’t, why it didn’t.



• For a large federal election we have tens of thousands of 
provisionals to process.  The status of your ballot will not be 
posted until 10 days after the election.

Provisional Ballots

More than 
100,000 in 
the 2008 
General 
Election



Provisional Ballots General 2008
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Overseas/Military Voters



Understand the Process



Your elections are transparent…

• Our Ballot Tabulation Center is viewable online from the time 
of the Logic and Accuracy tests thru the Canvass:



You can view ballot counting online

• Session times out 
after 30 minutes at 
a camera, but you 
can simply log back 
on

• There are 8 
cameras to view



All tabulation machines are checked 
before official ballots are counted.



• When setting up the polling place the day 
before the election the workers check to be 
sure that the machine is showing zero votes 
cast to be sure that the memory was 
cleared after testing.

• They run the same report election morning 
to be sure that the machine has not been 
tampered with over night.

Pollworkers check the machines also



• On Election Day the very first 
ballot which is tabulated is 
recorded on the voting 
equipment tape along with the 
time that the ballot is cast:

• It also records when the polls 
are closed:

Pollworkers check the machines also



• Armed guards 

• Camera surveillance

• Logged key card only access

The tabulation facility is secured by



PARTICIPATION:
Spread the word!



• Work the polls and aid voters first hand in 
getting processed and casting their ballot.

• We are always looking for people willing to 
travel to areas where they are needed.

• Bilingual language skills are helpful.

• 16 & 17 year olds can also work the polls!

Participate: Be a pollworker



Participate: Be a pollworker



• Additional classes are offered for bilingual workers who will be 
asked to provide language assistance at the polls.

Participate: Be a pollworker



• If you have experience working the 
polls, advance to being a Trouble 
Shooter and oversee a handful of 
PP on Election Day.

Participate: Be a Trouble Shooter



Participate: Internships Available

• MCED has established internships to provide 
students with insight into the conduction of 
elections from an administrative perspective.  

• The VRA internships will focus on the 
procurement of bilingual boardworkers and 
compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
by providing an overview of how boardworkers 
are solicited, trained, dispatched, evaluated, 
and compensated.

• The ADA/HAVA internships will focus on 
adherence to the American Disabilities Act and 
the Help America Vote Act by providing an 
overview of how the department provides 
alternative forms of access and educates the 
public on the services offered.



Make your voice heard: 
participate in other ways



• Write letters to your elected officials.

• Contribute a Pro or Con letter on an issue you are passionate 
about for the SOS publicity pamphlet.

• Get involved in the campaign of a candidate who you feel 
most closely represents your ideals.

• Contact your local party office and find out how to help with 
canvassing and getting out the vote (GOTV) efforts.

• Donate to candidates or political action committees which you 
are sympathetic with.

Some "Opportunities"



• Run for office!

Some "Opportunities"



Citizen boards are used to process 
early ballots in the weeks leading 
up to an election.

Looking for temporary employment? 
Give us a call!

Some "Opportunities"



Citizen boards are also hired post election for processing ballots:

Some "Opportunities"



• Provide feedback when redistricting occurs. 

• MCED posts proposed district changes on our website and 
conduct public hearings and meetings.

• Many public suggestions were incorporated into the 2007 Justice 
of the Peace District changes:

Some "Opportunities"



You can vote to answer age old questions



You can vote for the future.



Just be sure you vote!


