
2016 Presidential Preference Election

“If you want to go fast, go alone.  
If you want to go far, go with others.”

• -African Proverb

Maricopa County Elections Division

COMMUNITY NETWORK MEETING 
MARCH 2, 2016



• Presidential Preference vs. Primary
• Presidential Preference in Arizona
• Voter Registration
• Early Voting
• Voting Precincts
• Next Meeting



PPE vs. Primary 
• The Presidential Preference Election is an 

election for the applicable party to determine 
who their convention delegates will vote for in 
the first round at the party’s national convention 
of party members.

• The Primary election is the path for candidates to 
get on the ballot for the General Election, and 
therefore, have an opportunity to be elected to 
office by the entire voting public.



There are NO Presidential 
candidates on Arizona’s 
PRIMARY Election ballot!



Presidential Preference Election

• Parties notify the Secretary of State if they 
wish to participate

 

x



Presidential Preference Election

• Be a qualified candidate 
in 2 other states 

OR
• Collect 500 signatures



What a candidate needs to know

• First day to file:
– November 13, 2015

• Last day to file:
– December 14, 2015
– By 5:00 pm



Ballot order drawing

• Names are drawn by lot



Republican Candidates



Who is Cook?

?

2/20/2016



Democratic Candidates



More Confusion

2/20/2016



Green Party Candidates

JILL STEIN

KENT MESPLAY



Libertarians

HOLDING THEIR OWN 
ELECTION



Write-In Candidates

• NOPE
• NO WAY
• NO HOW
• NADA

• NOT ALLOWED BY LAW

• BUT…
– May run in the General Election



Voter Registration

• The deadline for the Presidential Preference 
Election was February 22, 2016.

• Must be registered with a recognized party in 
order to be eligible to vote in this election

• Democratic
• Green
• Republican



Early Voting

• Early Voting for the PPE began February 24, 
2016
– 10% of early ballots sent, already returned

• 3 Early Voting sites
– Downtown
– Mesa
– MCTEC

• March 8 vs. March 22
– Different PO Box for PPE



Alternative Ballot Format

• As of 3/1/16
– 15 Braille
– 94 Large Print
– 3 Tohono O’Odham



When to Return Early Ballot

• If mailing ballot
– Put in mail Wednesday before Election 

(3/16/2016)
• Any time before Election Day

– Downtown
– Mesa
– MCTEC

• On Election Day
– Downtown, Mesa, MCTEC
– ANY polling place within the County



One Issue

• We are seeing
– Ballots printed 45 days before election for UOCAVA 

voters
– Early Voting ballot packets prepared at least a week 

before voter registration cutoff
– Early voters who switched parties between when the 

early voting packets were prepared for mailing & the 
voter registration cutoff are receiving “wrong” (other 
party’s) ballot.

• Democrats to Republican
• Republican to Democrat



Voting Precincts?

• PRECINCTS GONE
– Required to report by Congressional District – not 

precinct
– Use of Electronic Poll Books 
– Number of PEVL

• SO……
– Maricopa County submitted proposal for 60 polling 

places to BOS



Presidential Preference Polling Places



POLLING PLACES

• Won’t be posted 
until after the 
March 8th

Election



QUESTIONS



NEXT MEETING

• APRIL 6, 2016 @ 10:00 AM
• Topic suggestions

– Legislation?  Wait until Session ends?
– Board Workers?

• Bilingual
• Step Up (Students)

– Primary Preview?
– Post Presidential Preference?
– Disaster Recovery Plans (COOP)?
– Other suggestions?
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