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◦ Staff training presentation
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Timeline of petition process



Timeline 

 File campaign finance paperwork
 Circulate petitions
 Submit petitions to filing agent
 Signature verification process
 Certification of petitions
 Challenge period
 Ballot creation



Nomination Petitions

 Candidates must get qualified voters to 
sign their nomination petitions in order 
to get their name on the ballot.

 The signature requirements are based on 
number of registered voters or votes cast 
(depending on type).



Signature Requirements

 Initiative & Referendum signature 
requirements are based on votes cast 
for Governor.

 Nomination  petitions are based on voter 
registration.

 Recall requirements are based on 25% 
of the total votes cast for that office at 
the last election.



Signature Requirements



Signature Requirements 2012

http://recorder.maricopa.gov/web/signatures.aspx



Nomination Petitions

 Candidates/PACs bring in their petitions.
 Each page is numbered and the total 

number of signatures on that page noted.
 A totals tape of the signatures being 

submitted is run and a receipt given.



Public Access

 The public is able to 
purchase copies of 
petitions (nomination, 
initiative, recall, etc.) 
and use public 
terminals to verify the 
signers eligibility.

 They must first sign in 
and swear it is for 
elections purposes.



Public Access

 During times of heavy traffic (challenge 
period after filing) the public can reserve 
time on the public terminals in 2 hour slots.

 This public access does not provide the 
entire voter’s file—just basic information 
such as name, address, party, date of 
registration, etc.



Public Access

 Access to the actual voter’s 
signature is only available with 
the oversight of one of MCED’s 
staff.

 This ensures that the user does 
not take photos of signatures 
or attempt to capture the 
image which is not allowed.



Petition Verification

 Nomination petition signatures are only 
verified if they are challenged.

 The challenger must note the page, line, 
and reason why a signature is being 
challenged.

 MCED then researches those signatures to 
verify if they are, in fact, valid or not.



2010 Challenges & Court Dates



Petition Verification

 For other types of petitions a percentage 
is verified:
◦ Party Recognition: 100%
◦ Recall: 100%
◦ Initiative: 5% random
◦ Referendum: 5% random



Petition trends 1996-2011



Petitions 1996-2011

528 separate petitions
603,270 petition pages
724,251 signatures



Total Petitions 1996-2011



Types of Petitions 1996-2011



Candidate Petitions 1996-2011



Issue Petitions 1996-2011



Petition Signatures 1996-2011



Success Rates 1996-2011

Dramatically 
different 2004-
now with large 
peaks and valleys 
between 58-95%.



City/Town Petitions 1996-2011 Alpha



City/Town Petitions 1996-2011 Rank



Legislative changes in 2011
Recap of May’s Presentation



HB 2304

 Circulators have to be residents or register with SOS

27



HB 2304

 Clarification on petition circulation & exploratory committee

28



HB 2304

 Does away with the convoluted math

29

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petitions

30

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party recognition extended

31



SB 1471

 New party petition processing

32

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petition processing continued

33

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petition processing continued

34

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petition processing

35

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petition processing continued

36

Processing change



SB 1471

 New party petition processing continued

37

Processing change



Verifications so far in 2011



2011

 Party Recognition:
◦ Americans Elect (AME)

 Recall:
◦ Cartwright School District: Rosa Cantu
◦ Cartwright School District: Terrence McTier
◦ Arizona Senator: Russell Pearce

 Nomination:
◦ 0 as of June 28th



2011 Outcome Summary

 At this time only the Pearce recall is in 
house being processed: 

 Verification began on June 6th.
 This screenshot is from June 10th.

 As of yesterday, June 28th, there were 
10,374 valid signatures.

 We estimate certification within the next 
two weeks.

?



Americans Elect (AME)

 Americans Elect needs 23,041 statewide.
 Of the 26,375 Maricopa County verified, 

20,141 were valid.
 AME has enough valid signatures, but as 

of June 29th has NOT filed their official 
papers with the Secretary of State’s office. 



Statutory Requirements for Process



Jasper Altaha
Maricopa County
Voter Registration Manager

Petition Verification 
Initiative, Referendum and 

Recall



Petition Verification

What is a valid signature?

 Signature matches voter registration signature

 Address is within electoral district

 Date signed is on or after the date of registration



Petition Verification

Reasons to disqualify a signature…
 § 19-121.02.

 No residence address or description of residence

 No date of signing

 Signer is not identifiable 

 Address provided is illegible or nonexistent



Petition Verification

More reasons to disqualify a signature…
 Signer was not a qualified elector on date of signing

 Signer was not 18 years of age on date of signing

 Signature does not match voter registration signature

 Signed more than once - All but one is disqualified

 County Recorder or Justice of the Peace circulated the 
petition - § 19-114



Petition Verification

Timeframe for verification…

Initiative and Referendum –
10 days, excluding weekends and legal holidays

 § 19-121.02.

Recall –
60 days, including weekends and legal holidays for

 § 19-208.02.



Petition Verification

Certification… § 19-121.02
 Original is signed by recorder and sent to 

respective jurisdiction

 Include page and line number of all disqualified 
signatures along with reason for disqualification

 Make enough copies
 Office copy
 Attorney
 Committee
 Secretary of State



Petition Verification

Voter Registration Application…

 Each page and line is entered

 Verifies address

 Verifies sign date against filing date

 Verifies age

 Checks for duplicates

 Generates reports



Petition Verification
Standard Practices…

 Issue a temporary receipt to filing officer

 Scan petitions for verification process



Petition sheets are batched into 
100 page portions:



Petition Verification
First Verification…
 Initial check by staff .

Second Verification…
 Different person verifies disqualified signatures

1 2



Petition Verification

Final Verification…

 Third and final verification report, re-checks 
disqualified signatures:  
 Signatures that are Not legible
 Signatures that do Not Match
 Duplicate Signer
 Statutory- missing information



Petition Verification
Other Filing Officers…

 Work with filing officers to get the petition completed 
and certified timely to allow the issue to be placed on 
next ballot 

 Other filing officers might be:
 City/Town Clerks
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Clerk of the Board



& The Secretary 
of State



Process & Procedures
Another Altaha Production



Petition Verification 
Procedures

Petition Verification 
Procedures

Learning to Work Efficiently and 
Accurately



Purpose:

• To provide a step by step procedure 
for verifying petitions. 



Accessing the Petition Verification System



General Information
• When verifying jurisdictional petitions (e.g. cities, 

schools, justice of the peace, etc.,) the address on the 
petition must be in the district. 

• For petitions that have random samples, verify only the 
signers that are “circle with a tail”.

• The signer does not have to be registered in the district 
to be eligible to sign the petition.  

• Signers must be registered on or before signing the 
petition.  

• Signers must be 18 years old on or before signing the 
petition.

• The signer has to fill out the petition line completely
New





PV07 – Petition Entry
• This  system was 

created internally by 
our Voter Registration 
Department and our IT 
programming staff.

• It mechanizes the 
handling of the 
petitions and 
streamlines the 
disposition of the 
signatures.



PV07 – Petition Entry
• Petition box:  will listed all the 

petitions that are open or close.
• Voter Information:  will display 

the signers current voter  
registration file.

• Petition Restrictions: Displays 
the qualifications that each 
signer must meet in order to sign 
the petition.

• Page Info: 
• Pgs Comp (pages completed) listed the 

total number pages that have been 
completed.

• Pgs Scand: (pages scanned) listed the 
total number of pages that have been 
scanned for each petition.

• Mngr Lines: (manager lines) 0/0 The 
first number list the total number of 
completed invalid signers and the 
second number is to total number of 
invalid signers to be second checked.



PV07 – Petition Entry
• Petition Signer: will list the signers name, disposition code, sign 

date and if applicable disposition reason for each signer.  
• New address:  this is where the new address for each signer 

is entered to be auto coded.
• UP and Down Arrows:  Moves the signers up and down the grid 

to the correct line. 
• Red circle with X: this will delete a line  from the grid of the 

signer to be deleted.



PV07 –PETITION TABS

Page Grid:
List all signers that have 
been entered on that page.

Voter Signature:
List the most current 
registration image for the 
signer.



PV07 – Petition Tabs Con’t

Affidavit History:
Under this tab on the left-
hand side it will list the 
registration dates for each 
affidavits images for each 
signer.

View Duplicate Line:
This tab will display the 
duplicate page for signers 
that have signed on another 
page.



Researching Petition Signers
• The petition is selected and a 

page of the petition is opened 
for verification:

• Research all signers by name, 
address, mailing address and/or 
true address.  

• After selecting the voter, 
double click on the selected 
signer then the system will 
transfers the signer’s 
information to the PV07 screen.

• Verify the signers information 
then enter the disposition code 
and sign date and press the 
“SAVE” button.  

• After all signers have been 
entered press the “Complete” 
button. 



Maiden Names, Out of County Signers 
and Petition Sign Date

• Check for signature similarities when a signer 
signs their married name and is registered with 
their maiden name.  If the signer’s current voter 
registration image is unavailable, compare the 
petition signature with previous voter 
registrations.  

• When a signer is registered in Maricopa County 
and gives an address Out of County code this 
voter “OC.” If the signer is NOT REGISTERED 
in Maricopa County and gives and address Out of 
County code this signer “NR.”

• If the signer is registered at a different 
address, verify the following:

• The registration date must be ON or BEFORE 
the petitions sign date.

• Enter the petition address in the New Address 
fields and click the auto button.  The new 
petition address must be in the proper district 
to be valid. 

• If the address is invalid, code the signer as “S” 
invalid address and send an email to GIS to 
verify if the signer is eligible to sign the petition 
and place a copy in the “Waiting for GIS.”





Mailing Address, Address Protected Signers 
and Ditto Marks

• Mailing addresses are not acceptable 
addresses on petitions.  Do not accept post 
office boxes, private mail boxes, rural 
routes, or highway contract numbers, as the 
signers residence address.  The only 
exception is for signers that have conversion 
addresses or address protected voters; they 
may provide a mailing address if it matches 
the mailing address on their voter 
registration record.  

• Check all signatures with the voter 
registration signatures on file to be sure this 
is the same signer.

• Signers may use ditto marks to indicate the 
same address and date as the signer above.  
Ditto marks are not acceptable for any other 
information. 

Mailing addresses are 
only accepted on 
initiative and 
referendum petitions.



Cancelled, Deactivate Status, City/Zip codes
• Signers who have a C-Cancelled status 

are to be coded NR, unless they were 
canceled after they signed the petition.  
Always verify the dates on the signers 
change history.

• Signers who have a D-Deactive status 
and are registered at the same address 
as indicated on the petition need to be 
restored by pressing the enter key.  A 
message will appear asking “Does the 
Deactivated Voters address match the 
residential address on record?” Type a 
“Y” or “N” and press the enter key to 
accept.

• Do not validate a signer if the 
residential address is missing the city 
or zip code or they are registered at a 
different address. 



Petition Sign Dates
• When a signer has registered 

to vote after signing the 
petition verify that the 
correct date of registration 
was entered on the voter’s 
record by viewing their 
registration form.  If the 
voter has registered to vote 
after signing the petition 
enter this voter with the 
disposition code E.

• If the signer has not given the 
complete sign date enter this 
signer with a disposition code 
S and enter the sign date that 
coincides with the other dates 
on the page.  If no dates are 
available, enter the current 
date.



Second Verification Check
• Then system will only bring up pages that are 

invalid that need to be second checked.



Non-Registered Signers
• All signers that were coded NR 

must be researched on the VM07, 
Cancelled and Suspense records. 

• All cancellation need to be 
researched (e.i Felonies, 
Guardianship, Request and Death).

• SOS Cancellations and 
Registration Verification 
Cancellations will not have images 
and do not need further research. 

• If signers are found to not be 
registered, cancelled properly, or 
found on suspense, enter them 
with a disposition code NR.  

• Illegible or difficult to read 
names make every attempt to 
verify the signer. 



Delete Petition Lines

• Delete a line 
by selecting 
the signer 
from the grid 
and click on 
the  X



Petition Certification

• Prepare the necessary reports, complete 
the County Recorder Certification and 
distribute in accordance to the Petition 
Pre-Verification Procedures in paragraph B 
(General Information).



DISPOSITION CODES AND DEFINITIONS
V VALID

Registered at the same address within the jurisdictional boundaries, qualified to sign the petition.
AV REGISTERED AT DIFFERENT ADDRESS (VALID)

Registered at an address different from the address given on the petition and is within jurisdictional boundaries.
D DUPLICATE

Signed the petition more than once.
E REGISTERED AFTER SIGNING PETITION

Registered to vote after signing the petition.
L ILLEGIBLE

Signer unidentifiable or not legible
NP DIFFERENT PARTY

Party not qualified to sign partisan nomination petition.
NR NOT REGISTERED

Not registered to vote.
O OTHER

Other reason pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes.
OD OUT OF DISTRICT

Not registered to vote in the district or address given on the petition is not in the district.
S STATUTORY REQUIREMENT

Signer did not supply required information, pursuant to ARS §19-121.02.A.
NOTE:  Statutory requirement will be used only if the signer is a registered voter and did not provide any of the 
following:

*  NO SIGNATURE 
*  NO SIGN DATE
*  NO RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS OR DESCRIPTION
*  NOT SIGNED BY SIGNER (NEW)

U UNDERAGE
Not eighteen years of age on the date the petition was signed.

X SIGNATURE COMPARISON
The name and address must be identical on the petition and database.  Only used when the petition signature does not 
match the voter registration signature.

OC OUT OF COUNTY
Signer’s address is not located in Maricopa County.



Certification

 The certification involves the reconciliation 
of all the signatures and their disposition.

 This number can sometimes be different 
from the original receipt based on:
◦ Finding pages miss-numbered
◦ Finding the number of signatures on a page 
incorrectly recorded

 Once certified, then if the number of 
signatures is sufficient, then the 
candidate/issue appears on the ballot.



Q&A
Questions?


