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Supreme Court Ruling Implementations & AG Opinions
Passed Legislation: Implemented
Passed Legislation: Referendum for 2014

There’s a lot happening, so we won’t be going 
over EVERY bill.  You will want to do that at 

www.azleg.gov

http://www.azleg.gov/




Use of the Federal Voter Registration Form









HR 2409 
requires the 
federal form to 
have the same 
requirements as 
each state 
determines for 
its own form.



Introduced by Congressman Matt Salmon, it was 
referred to House Administration on 6/18







O NLY



We are awaiting this opinion, but have a 
good idea of where this is heading.







Meanwhile the Courts have been 
clarifying the conditions of process 
in the Final Judgment.









September 11, 2013



September 12, 2013



How will this change the process that we use, which is presented in our 
Voter Registration Workshop?

Assuming this is the direction the AG goes, here will be the process…



Federal Registration Form:
• Accepted by all 50 states & 

territories.
• Does not require 

documentation of 
citizenship, but does 
require identifying 
information (field #6).

• Unidentified voters must 
vote in person the first 
time they vote.



Information Required on the Federal Registration Form



#6: Proof of Identity

• NEW registrants to Maricopa County must 
provide proof of identification when using the 
Federal Registration Form to establish they 
are eligible to register to vote. 
• If a voter is registered in the county and is 
updating registration (with new name, 
address, political party, etc.) they DO NOT
have to provide documentation.
• If the registrant is unsure if they are already 
registered, it is to their benefit to include the 
documentation in case they are not 
registered.



Proper Identification Numbers to provide:
• AZ Driver License or Non-operating 

Identification or

• Bureau of Indian Affairs Number, Indian Census 
number, Tribal Treaty Card Number, or Tribal 
Enrollment Number or

• Alien Registration Number off of Naturalization 
Certificate or

• The last four digits of their Social Security 
Number—this will aid in identifying the voter 
and is acceptable on the Federal Form.

• If the voter does not have a unique ID number, 
write “NONE” in field #6 and the Secretary of 
State’s office will assign one.



Proper Identification Numbers to provide:

• The last four digits of their Social Security 
Number—this will aid in identifying the 
voter and is acceptable on the Federal 
Form.

This is an available option for the 
Federal Form, but NOT for the 

State Form



Proper Identification to provide:

• Birth Certificate or Applicable pages of 
a United States Passport or Current Utility 
bill, Bank Statement, Government check, 
paycheck or Government document that 
shows the  name and address.



Proper Identification to provide:

• or Current Utility bill, Bank 
Statement, Government check, 
paycheck or Government document 
that shows the  name and address.

These are available options for 
the Federal Form, but NOT for 

the State Form





Now, if the voter is identified AND their 
citizenship is documented they will be 

eligible for a full ballot.

If they are identified and citizenship is NOT 
documented (which would be rare since 

sources notate this information) they would 
only receive the federal ballot.





Section 5 Coverage



Jurisdictions covered under Section 5 of 
the Voting Rights Act were required to 
submit changes for preclearance.
Those submissions were either:
Pulled from submission by the jurisdiction
 In which case the process was not 

implemented
 If statute, would be unenforceable & new 

legislation necessary to remove 
Precleared by DOJ & implemented
Denied preclearance by DOJ
 In which case the process was not 

implemented
 If statute, would be unenforceable & new 

legislation necessary to remove 



Arizona is no longer required to 
submit changes to our electoral 
process to the Department of Justice 
with the striking of the formula 
outlined in Section 4 of the Voting 
Rights Act which placed jurisdictions 
under Section 5.

No more preclearance necessary.

Which we discussed in our previous 
meetings.







As it turns out there are 2 pieces of 
legislation which were submitted 
and then withdrawn from 
preclearance when DOJ asked for 
additional information.
These statutes were never 
removed in subsequent legislative 
sessions…they were 
unenforceable when AZ was still 
under Section 5.
But what about now?



One bill directly impacts Maricopa 
County as it will add 2 at-large districts 
to the Maricopa County Community 
College Board



The Secretary of State asked the 
AG for an opinion on what 
becomes of these statutes.



The AG declared the statutes enforceable.
The 2 seats will be on the ballot in 2014.
One term will be 4 yrs., the other 2 yrs.



This could trigger a Section 2 or a Section 3 case.



Lets review the SOS presentation on some of the legislation that passed this 
last session.



Statutory Changes
Related to Elections

Fifty-first Legislature
First Regular Session 2013



House Bill 2156
Relating to Elections

Received 11th of April, 2013

Fifty-first Legislature
First Regular Session 2013



House Bill 2156
Changes made to:
• § 9-500.14. Use of city or town resources or employees to influence elections; prohibition; 

civil penalty; definitions
o (A). A city or town shall not SPEND OR use its RESOURCES, INCLUDING THE USE OR EXPENDITURE OF MONIES, 

ACCOUNTS, CREDIT, FACILITIES, VEHICLES, POSTAGE, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTER HARDWARE AND 
SOFTWARE, WEBPAGES, personnel, equipment, materials, buildings or other resources ANY OTHER THING OF VALUE OF 
THE CITY OR TOWN, for the purpose of influencing the outcomes of elections.  Notwithstanding this section, a city or town may 
distribute informational reports PAMPHLETS on a proposed bond election as provided in section 35-454 IF THOSE 
INFORMATIONAL PAMPHLETS PRESENT FACTUAL INFORMATION IN A NEUTRAL MANNER.  Nothing in this section 
precludes a city or town from reporting on official actions of the government body.

What this Means:
o The list of items that a city or town is restricted from using to influence elections has been expanded into a more 

detailed and specific list and now includes such items as money, credit, or anything of value to the city or town.
o Informational reports allowed to be distributed are now more specifically called pamphlets and now must present 

factual information in a neutral manner.



Senate Bill 1454
Relating to Elections

Not Yet Received by Secretary of State’s office

Fifty-first Legislature
First Regular Session 2013



Senate Bill 1454
Changes made to:
• § 16-411. Designation of election precincts and polling places; voting centers; electioneering; wait 

times
o (H). …any facility that is used as a polling place on election day or that is used as an early voting site during the period of early voting shall 

allow persons to electioneer and engage in other political activity outside of the seventy-five foot limit prescribed by section 16-515…  The 
county recorder OR OTHER OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS shall post on its website at least two weeks before election day a list 
of those polling places in which emergency conditions prevent electioneering and shall specify the reason that the emergency exemption
DESIGNATION was granted AND THE NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS THAT WERE MADE TO FIND A POLLING PLACE BEFORE 
GRANTING AN EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.  If the polling place is not on the website list of polling places with emergency conditions
DESIGNATIONS, electioneering and other political activity shall be permitted outside of the seventy-five foot limit.  If an emergency arises
after the county recorder’s RECORDER OR OTHER OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS’ initial website posting, the county recorder 
OR OTHER OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS shall update the website as soon as is practicable to include any new polling places, 
shall highlight the polling place location on the website and shall specify the reason the emergency exemption DESIGNATION was granted 
AND THE NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS THAT WERE MADE TO FIND A POLLING PLACE BEFORE GRANTING AN EMERGENCY 
DESIGNATION.

What this Means:
o County recorders and/or the officer in charge of elections are now both governed by this section
o In addition to posting the reason for designating an emergency polling place, the person responsible must now include in that post 

the number of attempts made to find a new polling place



This one is still getting the “kinks” 
worked out…



Has been the 
topic of the 
Yellow Sheets 
for days now.



Has been the 
topic of the 
Yellow Sheets 
for days now.



Has been the 
topic of the 
Yellow Sheets 
for days now.



Has been the 
topic of the 
Yellow Sheets 
for days now.





The election bills that passed were mainly relating to campaign finance, 
reporting of polling place administration, with the exception of that which 
has signatures currently being verified. 



House Bill 2305
Relating to Elections

Not Yet Received by Secretary of State’s office

Fifty-first Legislature
First Regular Session 2013



House Bill 2305

• HB 2305 

A combination 
of multiple bills.

Registration forms cannot be 
altered without the consent 

of the person registering.



If sufficient signatures are 
verified then the referendum 
will go to the ballot for the 
voters to decide.

If there are insufficient 
signatures then the statute is 
enforceable.



Valid 
signatures 
required:
86,405 
Deadline for 
filing: 
September 12, 
2013



Date of filing:
September 11, 
2013
Initial receipt 
shows:
11398 petition 
sheets
146,028 
potential 
signatures



Initiatives and recalls are held to 
substantial compliance, more 
“leeway for technical errors”





Back in 2011 we went over the 
signature verification process 
at our June 29th meeting.
In 2012 Maricopa County 
received a Best Professional 
Practice Award for its Petition 
Verification System from the 
National Association of 
Election Officials.
Lets review the “highlights”.



Petition Verification 
Process

Maricopa County Elections Department 
Community Network Meeting

June 29th, 2011



Petition Verification

 For other types of petitions a percentage 
is verified:
◦ Party Recognition: 100%
◦ Recall: 100%
◦ Initiative: 5% random
◦ Referendum: 5% random

So we are 
checking 5%



Jasper Altaha
Maricopa County
Voter Registration Manager

Petition Verification 
Initiative, Referendum and 

Recall



Petition Verification

What is a valid signature?

 Signature matches voter registration signature

 Address is within electoral district

 Date signed is on or after the date of registration



Petition Verification

Reasons to disqualify a signature…
 § 19-121.02.

 No residence address or description of residence

 No date of signing

 Signer is not identifiable 

 Address provided is illegible or nonexistent



Petition Verification

More reasons to disqualify a signature…
 Signer was not a qualified elector on date of signing

 Signer was not 18 years of age on date of signing

 Signature does not match voter registration signature

 Signed more than once - All but one is disqualified

 County Recorder or Justice of the Peace circulated the 
petition - § 19-114



Petition Verification

Timeframe for verification…

Initiative and Referendum –
10 days, excluding weekends and legal holidays

 § 19-121.02.

Recall –
60 days, including weekends and legal holidays for

 § 19-208.02.



(Again, see the website for the full presentation.)



Petition Verification 
Procedures

Learning to Work Efficiently and Accurately





PV07 – Petition Entry
• This  system was 

created internally by 
our Voter Registration 
Department and our IT 
programming staff.

• It mechanizes the 
handling of the 
petitions and 
streamlines the 
disposition of the 
signatures.



PV07 – Petition Entry
• Petition box:  will listed all the 

petitions that are open or close.
• Voter Information:  will display 

the signers current voter  
registration file.

• Petition Restrictions: Displays 
the qualifications that each 
signer must meet in order to sign 
the petition.

• Page Info: 
• Pgs Comp (pages completed) listed the 

total number pages that have been 
completed.

• Pgs Scand: (pages scanned) listed the 
total number of pages that have been 
scanned for each petition.

• Mngr Lines: (manager lines) 0/0 The 
first number list the total number of 
completed invalid signers and the 
second number is to total number of 
invalid signers to be second checked.



PV07 –PETITION TABS

Page Grid:
List all signers that have 
been entered on that page.

Voter Signature:
List the most current 
registration image for the 
signer.



PV07 – Petition Tabs Con’t

Affidavit History:
Under this tab on the left-
hand side it will list the 
registration dates for each 
affidavits images for each 
signer.

View Duplicate Line:
This tab will display the 
duplicate page for signers 
that have signed on another 
page.



Researching Petition Signers
• The petition is selected and a 

page of the petition is opened 
for verification:

• Research all signers by name, 
address, mailing address and/or 
true address.  

• After selecting the voter, 
double click on the selected 
signer then the system will 
transfers the signer’s 
information to the PV07 screen.

• Verify the signers information 
then enter the disposition code 
and sign date and press the 
“SAVE” button.  

• After all signers have been 
entered press the “Complete” 
button. 



Second Verification Check
• Then system will only bring up pages that are 

invalid that need to be second checked.



DISPOSITION CODES AND DEFINITIONS
V VALID

Registered at the same address within the jurisdictional boundaries, qualified to sign the petition.
AV REGISTERED AT DIFFERENT ADDRESS (VALID)

Registered at an address different from the address given on the petition and is within jurisdictional boundaries.
D DUPLICATE

Signed the petition more than once.
E REGISTERED AFTER SIGNING PETITION

Registered to vote after signing the petition.
L ILLEGIBLE

Signer unidentifiable or not legible
NP DIFFERENT PARTY

Party not qualified to sign partisan nomination petition.
NR NOT REGISTERED

Not registered to vote.
O OTHER

Other reason pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes.
OD OUT OF DISTRICT

Not registered to vote in the district or address given on the petition is not in the district.
S STATUTORY REQUIREMENT

Signer did not supply required information, pursuant to ARS §19-121.02.A.
NOTE:  Statutory requirement will be used only if the signer is a registered voter and did not provide any of the 
following:

*  NO SIGNATURE 
*  NO SIGN DATE
*  NO RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS OR DESCRIPTION
*  NOT SIGNED BY SIGNER (NEW)

U UNDERAGE
Not eighteen years of age on the date the petition was signed.

X SIGNATURE COMPARISON
The name and address must be identical on the petition and database.  Only used when the petition signature does not 
match the voter registration signature.

OC OUT OF COUNTY
Signer’s address is not located in Maricopa County.







 This suit challenges the existing lines and would ask the court to put the lines back 
to disregard any map created by the IRC…





 Which would appear to include the one done based on 2000 census data of the 8 Districts, 
but there isn’t any information on just what map WOULD be in place.

 (& no longer under Section 5 preclearance obligation)



9
Districts



8
Districts

But also created 
by the IRC



The district would 
conceivably not go back 
to a state that LOST one.





Remember, this 
would not mean that 
there was a vacancy 
of a seat, it would 
mean that there 
wasn’t a district 
designated so no 
seat to vacate.



 According to Wikipedia:

 “The current size of 435 seats means one member represents on 
average about 709,760 people”

 If AZ goes to 8, then it will roughly have 1 Representative per 
799,001
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