Voter Assistance & Outreach




Overview

e The Laws
e The Community Network
e How the Communities are Served

* Opportunities to Participate




* Elections are governed by many state and federal
statutes.

e Voter outreach and assistance are rooted in the
following federal l[aws:

e Voting Rights Act (VRA) 1965

e Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act
1984

 The Uniform Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA) 1986

e Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 1990
e Help America Vote Act (HAVA) 2002



Voting Rights Act History:
Boardworker Training Excerpt

MISSION STATEMENT

Maricopa County Elections
Department’s Assistance Program

strives to ensure equal access to the
electoral process for all its citizens
and to provide the assistance some Number of Black Southern Legislators, 1868-1900 and 1960-1992
voters may require based on
physical or mental abilities, mobility
concerns, or language skill sets.

1865: End of Civil War

| —e—1950-1992 - 1868-1900 |

1870:15t Amendment
grants the right to
vote to Black Men.
They register, vote,
and elect members
from their
communities to office.

 \We cover some of
the national
history of voter
suppression.

1870+: Southern
State Constitutions are
rewritten to
implement

literacy tests in an
effort to curb
expansion of voting by
Blacks.

1868 1872 1876 1880 1564 1888 1892 1896 1900
1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992

Voter Registration totals follow this same trend



Voting Rights Act History:
Boardworker Training Excerpt

+ The literacy tests had some unintended

conseqguences.

* |t worked so well that in the agricultural

South large numbers of white men were
unable to register either (when they were
asked to take the test, which wasn't often).

» Thus the Grandfather Clause was

introduced:

* Ifyour grandfather had the right to vote
before the Civil War, you automatically
have the right to vote.

"By the way, what's the big word?"

Literacy tests and voting requirements:
- —t=
‘I didn'tever have any fear. | '
wanted to go vote. And when |
did go over there to vote, they
asked me, ‘How many grains of
corn on a cob? How many
seeds in a watermelon?’| said,
‘How do you know unless you
cut it open and count it?”

Not all voters were asked these questions.
If you do not ask ALL VOTERS for ID (not just those who you

dont know or who you don't like the way they look or sound)
justice is not well served and we have not made much
progress since 1965.

 And how unequal treatment is a dangerous

path.



Voting Rights Act History:
Boardworker Training Excerpt

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT SOUGHT TO ADDRESS A
NUMBER OF SOCIAL ILLS.

FREEDOM SUMMER 1964

Students
from all
over the
country
head South
to register
voters.

The Nation became aware of the
violence happening in the South that
summer with the disappearance and
later discovered murder of 3 Northern
students who were slain in Mississippi for
registering voters.

(The movie “Mississippi Burning” was based on
this story.)

March 7, 1965 Bloody Sunday 1
PEACEABLE MARCHERS WERE MET ON THE OTHER SIDE 3‘\5“*
OF THE PETTUS BRIDGE BY BILLY CLUBS, TEAR GAS, AND i -
HIGH PRESSURE HOSES.




Voting Rights Act History:
Boardworker Training Excerpt

COVERAGE OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING WAS
BROUGHT INTO LIVING ROOMS ACROSS THE
COUNTRY ON THE NIGHTLY NEWS

‘ .il Wﬁ
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Overview: |
the law with the law » Enacted by President Lyndon B Johnson

* Qutlaws such measures as literacy or other tests used as prerequisite

itself, and put the for obtaining a ballot.

* Any voter requiring assistance may receive it from the person of their

boardworkers efforts choice other than the voter's employer or agent of that employer or

. . . officer or agent of the voter’s union. (EXCEPTION: Arizona State Law
into an historical prohibits candidates from assisting the voters in casting their ballots.)

 Law in place for 10 years (more about that in a minute
context. P years { )




Voting Rights Act: The Law
Boardworker Training Excerpt

Section 5 Covered Jurisdictions Legend

Section 5: All or part of 16 states covered that all changes
to voting processes must be pre-cleared by the Department
of Justice Civil Rights Division to ensure that any change
will not adversely effect a segment of the population or
disenfranchise any voters by having a discriminatory effect.
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e All of our efforts are part of ensuring compliance
with the Voting Rights Act.



Voting Rights Act: The Law
rker Training Excerpt
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Porterv. Hall

In 1928, the Arizona Supreme

Court considered the Indian vote Twenty years later the Arizona court

in the case of Porter v. Hall[34 reversed its positionin Harrisonv.

Ariz_ 308, 271 P 211 Laveen 67 Ariz. 337, 196 P.2d 456

(1928)]. The courtfound that (1948)], finally enfranchising the state's

Indians on the reservationwere Native American population.

under a "federal guardianship" : m

which was equivalentto "persons i ool

\nderdisabily "a status which NATIVE AMERICANS DID NOT GET THE RIGHT TO

barred them from voting. f: VOTE IN ARIZONA UNTIL 1948

WHY IS ARIZONA ON THAT LIST?

e There are a number of reasons why Arizona is
covered under Section 5, the treatment of Native
Americans is just one of them.



Voting Rights Act: The Law
Boardworker Training Excerpt

TEN YEARS LATER: 1975 AMENDMENTS

+ Congress held hearings around the nation and found that Americans
were having difficulty registering and voting not just based on race.

* In 1975 the Voting Rights Act was amended to include protection to
voters of language minorities.

* Ensures that members of a language minority must have the ability to
participate effectively in the electoral process, and that this includes
ballotlanguage.

OFFICIAL BALLOT / BOLETA OFICIAL

NI

NO. 83 DE CARTWRIGHT

CARTWRIGHT ELEMENTARY DISTRITO ESCOLAR PRIMARIO
STRICT NO. 83

SCHOOL D!
SPECIAL ELEC’ ELECCION ESPECIAL

Section 203. Counties and townships with
significant populations of citizens with limited
English proficiency (whose language of choice is
either Spanish, Native American, Native
Alaskan, or one of the Asian languages) must
provide language assistance to those voters at
all stages of the electoral process.

 Explaining why election materials and ballots are
provided in other languages is all part of class.




Voting Rights Act: The Law
Boardworker Training Excerpt
) .
@ IN THE ACT OF VOTING:

If the voter needs assistance reading or
marking the ballot they have three choices:

WHO CAN ASSIST VOTERS?

* Please note that the publicity pamphlets for the
school district elections are incorrect.

* DOJ has NOT precleared the restrictions on who can
assist voters, so that law will NOT be enforced.

1) Bring in someone to assist them

2) Have 2 boardworkers, one of each political 51
party, assist them :

3) Vote on the touch screen machine using
the audio headset with Spanish translation .-

Review[| - 4| i Nemt

e Election laws change frequently—and are only
enforced upon approval of the Civil Rights
Division at DO..




Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

& Voting Accessibility for the Elderly & Handicapped

e Access:

— To our permanent offices

— To information in formats
that are acceptable & usable
to the voter

— To all of the same services as
every other voter

e Assistance:

— In registration & voting if
necessary




The Uniform Overseas Citizens

Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA)

 Some of our voters face other challenges.

e UOCAVA voters create a unique challenge for
election administration:

— Highly mobile voting population
—Unconventional locations

— Frequent changes in location

— Potential lack of access to resources

Mmfwmeo{ and Overseas
C&ﬁ@w Absentee (/a%mﬁ Act

UOCAVA



The Community Network

e Transparency and community involvement are essential to the
democratic process and the conduction of successful elections---
and Maricopa County is committed to both.

e Formed in 2005, the Maricopa County Elections Department's
Community Network meets monthly to discuss election-related
issues and concerns. Comprised of Tribal Leadership, Hispanic
Community Leaders, Advocates for Voters with Disabilities, the
League of Women Voters, the ACLU, and the Political Parties
among others, this group offers organizations active in the
community conducting voter outreach the opportunity to raise
concerns, review process, and gain first hand knowledge in a
productive environment. ——




Polling Place
Acquisition & Voter
Notification

ID at the POIIS 2006. Maricopa County Elections Department Niaticops County Elevtions D spartment

Community Network
April 30,2008

Community Network Meeting February 28, 2007
Community Network Meeting

January 25, 2006

EARLYVOTING

What Does
an Election
Coste

& Why?e

REDISTRICTING 2011:
PUBLIC HEARING UPDATE
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New State};&{‘_gjeﬂieral Election Laws

Maricopa County Elections Department . .
Community Network Meeting July 25, 2007 = Commu nlty Network Meetlng

August 30, 2006

Maricopa County
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Election Coverage

2008 Presidential Preference
Election Review

MARICOPA COUNTY
COMMUNITY NETWORK MEETING
FEBRUARY 20" 2008

SUPER DUPER TUESDAY
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PREVIEW
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General Election Review

GENERAL ELECTION PREVIEW

Maricopa County Elections Department

Community Network Meeting
November 17, 2010
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Shared Efforts

MCED has partnered with Community
Network members to create outreach
materials which address the special concerns
of various voting populations.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2010 - TAM
ON-SITE REGISTRATION AT 6:30AM

VorinGg
INFORMATION

Inter Tribal Council & the tribal leadership at
GRIC, SRPM, and Tohono O’'odham San Lucy
District has provided many opportunities to

spread the word about voting.

Tammy Patrick
Federal Compliance Officer

Redistricting Data &
Call for Change

“Voter Assistance:
How Can | Continue to Vote?”’

Arizona Indian Council on Aging Conference
April 8, 2008




Shared Efforts

 |n 2010 we partnered with Mi Familia Vota to do an
event with a local high school.

 We stressed the importance of registering and
participating in the electoral process---as well as
demonstrate how that turnout plays out in our county
lately...



Bilingual Coordinator Leticia Castro conducts an election exercise at
West Phoenix High School
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Students were all given famous name ballots which contain candidates as
well as questions
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Students were also given a voter designation card which is proportionate

to the voter turnout we saw in the 2010 Primary Election:

NR: Not registered
(20-25% of the eligible population)

W
m
O
—
m
<
o
m
P
N
0o
—
‘I
N
o
[T
o

RDV: Registered, didn’t vote
(in the 2010 Primary 70% of the registered voters didn’t vote)

VP: Voted, but at the wrong polling place

(1-1.5% of voters go to the wrong PP each election)

V: voted & Counted!

(in the 2010 Primary almost 30% of the registered voters voted)




All students voted their ballots
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The students then all stood up and go the following instructions:

All students with the “NR” designation sit down—they didn’t register

All students with “RDV” sit down—they registered but didn’t vote in the
election

All students which have the “VP” card come forward but NOT put their
ballot into the machine, instead put it in a provisional envelope--they were

registered but they voted in the wrong polling place and their ballot will not
count.

Finally, have the remaining “V” people standing come forward and cast
their ballots.
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This exercise demonstrated the scope of citizens who participate either by
registering and ultimately voting and how these few end up making our
decisions for us at the ballot box.
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How Communities are Served

e Assistance available to the voters directly
 Educational efforts
* Presentation opportunities



Assistance Overcoming Barriers

* Language:

— Ballots & election material in Spanish & Tohono
O’odham

— Bilingual assistance at polls and all MCED offices
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Assistance Overcoming Barriers

* Time & Distance: N

— UOCAVA voters can use a federal form
and register up until 7 PM on Election Day

— UOCAVA voters are able to use electronic
means to receive and return their ballots.

% of UOCAVA Online Voters 2010 UOCAVA Requests & Returns
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Assistance Overcoming Barriers
e Physical abilities:

— Assistance in voting the ballot

— Ballots in alternative formats such as Braille & Large
Print

 Mobility issues:

— Curbside voting & Special Election Boards
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Assistance Overcoming Barriers

 Maricopa County was the first
elections department in the
country to offer instant Sign
Language assistance as all of our
public counters with use of the
Deaf Link service: e

e Translation in seconds!
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Assistance Overcoming Barriers

e We also offer ASL videos on DVD or via our
website:

lljl, . . r
@ Early Voting Information (= Voter Registration - Windows Internet... @@‘@

DEAF LiNk

Click here to view

1 . .
4:,}'{@ Front Counter ASL Voter Registration

g Click here to view

¢ Open Primary Information

DeAF Link
Click here to view

|
{ .
¢ Polling Place Locator
Dear Link

Click here to view

1
{ .
T Recorder's Office
DEAF LiNk

Click here to view

i
f] . .
K Voter Registration
DEeAF Link

Click here to view

i
f
@ ID at the Polls

DeAF Link
Click here to view




Educational Efforts

e Every Friday MCED attends the naturalization
ceremonies to register new Americans & explain
the rights and responsibilities of being a voter in
the United States.
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Educational Efforts

MCED attends cultural and community
events to register voters and answer
guestions on ID requirements, early
voting, and what services are available
to voters.

MARGOrs
4 COUNTY I
% = | ELECTIONS
T)EP 2 B
Helen Purcell kﬁl_{TMENT ‘
Coun' : .“' Osborne e
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Future voters!




Educational Efforts

e,

e MCED takes out our voting equipment to events
to encourage voters to become familiar with how

they work so that they are comfortable making
their selections on Election Day.



Educational Efforts: The Media
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e Leticia Castro, our Bilingual Coordinator, is
busy with the Spanish media sharing
reminders of registration deadlines, voting
instructions, and polling place tips.




Presentation Opportunities

ife of a Ballot: Political Ob
From PetltmntheVault Workshop

Maricopa County Elections Department & Artzona State University Lifclong Learning
the 2010 lieneral Election Ty Pk

sOP Meeting

Federal & State Election Laws

Effect on Arizona Voting Maricopa County

Preview of 2008: Elections Department

What’s on the horizon??

Maricopa County Elections

Tammy Patrick Voter Accessibility
Federal Compliance Officer

2007

) NATIVE AMERICAN
Mock Election Yorer OurrREACH SUMMIT

Workshop (NA¥ED

2006 Democratic Party

December t1-12, 2007
Tammy Patrick Fort MeDowell Resort & Casino
Federal Compliance Officer

Maricopa County Elections

“Horor Our Dast, et in Ouir Fiiers \za'.'n@'




Presentation Opportumtles

v, B The Basics:
e “ The five recognized parties in Arizona
: for 2011-2012 are the Americans Elect,

" .]"Jf Democratic, Green, Libertarian, and

Republican Parties.
— Registrants do not have to select a
#= V¥4 party preference. If they fail to do so,

VOter RegiStration ke = j or select a party other than one of the
o five recognized parties, in the Primary
Workshop e 2

Election they can choose any party’s
"dﬁ ballot except the Libertarian.
Tammy Patrick .
Federal Compliance Officer !

Maricopa County Elections

 One of our most popular presentations is on
voter registration: requirements, deadlines,
instructions & helpful pointers to ensure all the
necessary information is captured.

e This also covers ID at the polls.



Presentation Opportunities

' Back to Basics:
Voter's Rights & Responsibilities

Meaﬁma County ElectionstDepa

 Broader in scope, the Back to Basics presentation
does just that: it covers all the key points.

tand how to cast your vote.




Participation

=

. — -
. | Z - !
pipate: Be a pollworken f articipate: Be a pollworker Wi
A I > AN

Work the polls and aid voters first hand in ——— , N S el < [f you have experience working the
getting processed and casting their ballot.  [B=e ottt e EH e (ke B ‘ 'l Ryensomereion polls, advance to being a Trouble
We are always looking for people willing to i _ : o ' : . _ Shooter 31 e lerciulof
travel to areas where they are needed. _ Fmﬁm e , PP on Electioriias

Election Day Youth Worker Program |

Bilingual language skills are helpful:

s now possible for 16 and 17 year-olds ta work at
the polling place on Election Day asa Board worker.

16 & 17 year olds can also work the palls! ' - e

and helping their community to vote

1f you know a teen-sger who would be interested in

working at the polls on Election Day and earning up
105115 for it, of if you would like more
information, please call 1-800-699-1609 (and leave
a message) or 502-506-1511 to speak toa
representative.

* There are many ways to participate other than
simply voting.
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MCED has established internships to provide
students with insight into the conduction of
elections from an administrative perspective.

The VRA internships will focus on the

procurement of bilingual boardworkers and
compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965

by pruvidierg an overview of how boardworkers

are solicited, trained, dispatched, evaluated, el

7 CAMPAIGN
2 FINANCE

5 HANDBOOK

and compensated.
The ADA/HAVA internships will focus on ,\1,:1{'6"'"' ;.n:un\ ]
i Vite adherence to the American Disabilities Act and ection Department
s Iritarnehis the Help America Vote Act by providing an Voting Rights Act
Mt Intenatip overview of how the department provides Internship

ake your voice heard:
ticipate in other ways

alternative forms of access and educates the
IL public on the services offered. IL
fr WX W W




Participation: Redistricting

Qi‘
O 7 ~ T g o bt .
L L BUL, LAUNCI {: ‘ . Proposals & Suggestions
MARCH 23RP 2011 MCTEC .
="+ The public can make suggestions via a variety of
avenues:
* At the public hearings
* In writing:
Maricopa County Elections Department
Attention: Redistricting
111 S 34 Avenue Ste 102
Phoenix, AZ 85003
+ By fax:
602-506-3069
* By telephone:
602-506-1511
* By email:
g1sma l@risc.marice Pa. OV

e Your vote isn’t your ONLY voice!

e Redistricting comments and hearings are another venue
to weigh in.

e Our last hearing will be October 24t at 6 PM on the
Justice of the Peace lines



Questions?




