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Maricopa County Profile 
Å1,869,666 Active Voters (2,094,176 with Inactives) 

Å38% Republican 

Å34% Party Not Designated 

Å28% Democrat 

Å (Less than 1% Green & Libertarian) 

ÅVoting Rights Act Coverage: 
ÅSection 203: Spanish & Tohono Oôodham 

ÅSection 4f4: Spanish 

ÅSection 5 Preclearance 

ÅConduct elections for all jurisdictions with 

exception of the City of Phoenix. 

ÅBlended system of optical scan & DREs 

Å>½ Voters on Permanent Early Voting 



Why so many in AZ??  

üVolume of provisional ballots has been 

called the òcanary in the coalmineó ð

but what is being signaled?   

Administrative issues?  

Lack of list maintenance?  

Insufficient or inconvenient registration 

methods?  

Definition of what is a òprovisionaló? 

Or, just maybe, human nature to 

procrastinate &/or not read instructions?  



Background to 

Provisional Ballots  

üIn Arizona we have had a form of provisional 
voting for years ñgoing back to before we 
were a state.  

üPreviously called òBallots To Be Verifiedó and 
òQuestion Ballotsó, voters whose name did 
not appear in the Signature Roster were still 
able to cast their vote and have it count after 
it was determined that they were eligible.  

üHistorically the most common reason this 
occurs is due to voters not maintaining a 
current voter registration when they move.  

 



Changes in Trends  

üWith the implementation of a Permanent 
Early Voting List (PEVL) we have seen a 
shift in Provisional voting.  

üPreviously on average 1% of the voters who 
had requested an early ballot went to the 
polls and voted a provisional.  

üAfter PEVL, that has tripled to 3% (in some 
cases quadrupling the actual number).  

üWith more than 1 million on the PEVL that 
means volumeé 



General Election 

Comparison  

!ƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘŜΣ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ άǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛȊŜέΗ 

Pre PEVL 



STEP ONE:  

MANUAL PROCESSING  

Setting the Stage  




