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Arizona Election Timeline
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(That’s the simplified version…)



Canvass

AZ has both optical scan 
paper ballots & touchscreen

Provisional ballots are listed 
separately 

Early ballot totals include 
both in-person & by-mail

Totals



Lower turnout than
‘04 or ‘08

Voting by mail more 
popular than at the polls



In-Person Turnout

Very few 
voters went: 

less than 
13,000



By-Mail Turnout

85%  
voters 

returned 
the ballots 
mailed to 

them



Party?

These charts show the total ballots requested 
and returned and the voter’s applicable party 
affiliation.
5 Recognized parties; rest listed as OTH.



Efficacy by Party



Election Day Drop-off

170,000 voters dropped off their ballot at 
the polls in 2012 (70,000 more than 2008).



2012 Election Day

More people voted 
by mail, but also 
more people didn’t 
vote the ballot 
mailed to them and 
went to the polls.
In Arizona they 

have to vote a 
provisional ballot.



PEVL

Prior to the 
Spring & the Fall 
election cycles 
PEVL voters get a 
notification.
Voters who want 

to vote at the 
polls or get their 
ballot at another 
address simply 
return the card.



2012 Provisionals

 Provisional ballots occur for a variety of reasons.
Most commonly when a voter does not vote their early 

ballot or do not keep their registration current.



Provisional Trends



2012 Provisionals

 Every provisional ballot is 
researched to ensure that 
all eligible voters who cast 
ballots have those ballots 
counted, and that none are 
counted which are not 
eligible.

 Voters are able to ascertain 
the disposition of their 
provisional ballot online or 
by calling the voter 
information line.



2012 Provisionals

 Provisionals are all 
tracked and you can 
visit the Election’s 
website for detailed 
analysis 



2012 Provisionals

 20% increase in provisional ballots, more than 122,000
 72,000 were voters who were on PEVL
 60,000 that was the only reason they voted provisionally



WHY?

Pre PEVL, 1% of all 
early voters ended up 
going to the polls and 
voting a provisional 
ballot; the first few 

elections after PEVL it 
was an increase to 3%.
In 2012 it jumped to 9%.

WHY?
Why were so many 

voters going to the polls?
Why were so many 
saying they had not 
signed up for PEVL?



Why?

We track early ballot requests sources.
Voters who requested online or by their 

VR form were the least likely to vote their 
ballot:



PEVL Online Request Screen



WHY?



20% More, 1 Day Sooner!

Our new scanning 
process increased 

our efficiency.



The election is not over 
when the polls close.
ALL OVER the country 

election officials are still 
counting ballots:
 Early ballots dropped at the 

polls.
 Early ballots that came in via 

the mail Monday & Tuesday.
 Provisional Ballots.
 Ballots that were duplicated.



Post Election Day Counting
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But AZ was the headline:



The headline wasn’t always accurate:

This is the 
Ballot 
Tabulation 
Center—it is 
actually showing 
all of the 
COUNTED 
ballots in those 
boxes. 



What can AZ do?

Encourage voters to return their early ballots 
earlier.
Educate voters on keeping registrations 

current—many think that changing address 
with USPS or MVD automatically updates.
Encourage use of in-person early voting sites.
Try to reduce the number of provisionals:

 Use of electronic poll books aids in ensuring voter 
gets to correct polling place.

 Address PEVL-inflated provisionals.



What can AZ do?

Streamlining the online request (providing the 
full legal description as an optional link for 
those voters who still want it):

Establishing an additional way for voters to 
come off PEVL if they don’t vote the mailed 
ballot in a set timeframe (1 or 2 federal 
cycles).
Ensuring it is the voter checking off PEVL.



QUESTIONS?


