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The Basics:
• Registration deadline is 29 days before each  

election.
• Voters may register at anytime—but if it is 

after the 29th day they are not eligible to vote 
in that election.

• Voter moved from within AZ after 29th day: 
They will need to request a ballot from their 
former county.

• Voter moved from out of state after the 29th 
day: in a Federal Election the voter will want 
to contact their previous election’s office and 
find out what that state’s policy is (voters who 
move from Arizona to another state after that 
state’s deadline can request Federal Only 
Ballot be mailed to them).



The Basics:
• We request that individuals registering voters 

turn in the registration forms to the County 
Recorder/Elections office within 5 days of 
their completion. (This is the legal 
requirement for all government agencies.)

• There are 4 election dates a year and if you 
don’t turn in the registration forms you can 
disenfranchise voters!

• Please be timely.



The Basics:

• Requirements to register to vote:
– United States Citizen
– Resident of the State of Arizona 

and the County listed on the 
registration

– 18 years of age or older by the 
date of the next General Election



Residency

• The residency requirement to register 
to vote is that you are here and 
registered by the 29th day before the 
election and have intent to remain.

• However, there are other state 
residency requirements that need to 
be taken in to consideration when 
deciding if the person wants to 
register here.



A.R.S. § 16-593 



Residency & MVD
• In order to register to vote the applicant 

must be a resident.  
• If registered to vote in Arizona they are 

also required to register their vehicles 
here & get an Arizona Drivers License.

• From MVD website/A.R.S.§§ 28-2001:

Live here more than 7 months out of the year = vehicle registration.
Register to vote here = vehicle registration.



Residency & MVD



Ask the voter:

• Keeping DL from another state?
• Keeping car registered in another state?
• Do they intend to return to the other 

state?

• Then not a resident—apply to vote 
absentee from your home jurisdiction.



Snowbirds
• If here for more than 7 mos (or 

have the intent to remain) they 
are considered residents; less 
than 7 mos they can still 
register, but need to update 
DLs & change over vehicle 
registrations (A.R.S.§§ 28-
2001).

• Also negates registration in 
other state—they need to 
provide that on the registration 
form.



Students
• School year is 9 mos long at most 

colleges/universities, qualifying them as 
residents to register to vote in Arizona if 
they intend to stay in Arizona—also need 
to get AZ DLs & register their vehicles here 
(if they are the owner-- A.R.S.§§ 28-2001).

• Claiming residency can impact some 
student’s scholarship/grants/aid situations 
from their home state so students should 
be sure they want to vote here and not 
back home. 



The Basics:
• Cannot register if:

– Not a United States Citizen (permanent 
resident does not qualify)

– Convicted of more than 1 felony and have 
not had civil rights restored. (If it is the 
first conviction, the individual may re-
register once all probationary 
requirements are met. Rights are not 
automatically restored if it is the second 
felony conviction or more, the court must 
be petitioned. )

– Adjudicated incompetent and have not 
retained their civil rights.



Power of Attorney

• A.R.S §16-102. Power of attorney; prohibited use

• A power of attorney or other form of proxy is not 
valid for use by a person in any procedure or 
transaction concerning elections, including voter 
registration, petition circulation or signature, 
voter registration cancellation, early ballot 
requests or voting another person's ballot. 



Paper or Plastic?
• Voters in Arizona can register to vote using:

– Paper Arizona State registration form
– Online Arizona State registration system
– Paper Federal registration form

• Military & Overseas voters register using:
– Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
– Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB)

www.servicearizona.com



www.servicearizona.com
• Arizona was the first state to offer 

online voter registration in 2002.
• Applicants must have an Arizona 

drivers license or non-operating ID to 
use the system.

http://www.servicearizona.com/


The Basics:
• The four recognized parties in Arizona 
for 2014 are the Americans Elect, 
Democratic, Libertarian, and Republican 
Parties.
• Registrants do not have to select a 
party preference.  If they fail to do so, or 
select a party other than one of the five 
recognized parties, in the Primary 
Election they can select a ballot for the 
party of their choice—this does not 
change how they are registered.



The Basics:
• Individuals in the naturalization process 
CANNOT register to vote until they have 
obtained citizenship status.

• Registering to vote when not a citizen 
jeopardizes the individuals chances to 
EVER become a US citizen.

• Executing a false registration is a Class 6 
Felony.



Prop 200
• Prop 200 was a voter initiative passed in 
the General Election of 2004.

• It requires voters to provide proof of 
CITIZENSHIP to register to vote & proof of 
IDENTITY to vote at the polls on Election 
Day.

• Voters already registered were not 
required to re-register.



What has changed with Prop 200 for 
the Arizona State Registration Form?
• NEW registrants to Maricopa County 
must provide proof of citizenship on the 
State Registration Form. 
• If a voter is registered in the county and is 
updating registration (with new name, 
address, political party, etc.) they DO NOT
have to provide citizenship documentation.
• If the registrant is unsure if they are 
already registered, it is to their benefit to 
include the documentation in case they are 
not registered.



Proper Citizenship Identification:
Numbers to provide

• Arizona Driver License or Non-operating 
Identification issued post 10/1/1996 or

• Bureau of Indian Affairs Number, Indian 
Census number, Tribal Treaty Card Number, 
or Tribal Enrollment Number or

• Alien Registration Number off of 
Naturalization Certificate or

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.weiinc.com/software/azLicense.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.weiinc.com/software/azDdl.shtml&h=249&w=394&sz=33&tbnid=yl5Pm53h_wXkAM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=120&hl=en&start=34&prev=/images?q=arizona+Driver+license&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.weiinc.com/software/azLicense.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.weiinc.com/software/azDdl.shtml&h=249&w=394&sz=33&tbnid=yl5Pm53h_wXkAM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=120&hl=en&start=34&prev=/images?q=arizona+Driver+license&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N


Proper Citizenship Identification:
Copies to provide

• Birth Certificate or
• Applicable pages of a United States 
Passport

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cs.haverford.edu/people/fcrawfor/gif/cam_birth_certificate1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cs.haverford.edu/people/fcrawfor/cam.html&h=881&w=720&sz=485&tbnid=HtPme4PkF01vAM:&tbnh=145&tbnw=118&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images?q=birth+certificate&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cs.haverford.edu/people/fcrawfor/gif/cam_birth_certificate1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cs.haverford.edu/people/fcrawfor/cam.html&h=881&w=720&sz=485&tbnid=HtPme4PkF01vAM:&tbnh=145&tbnw=118&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images?q=birth+certificate&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Proper Citizenship Identification:
Copies to provide

To date, Hawaii 
is the only state 
we are aware of



The form: REQUIRED FIELD

ONE OF TWO FIELDS

ONE OF THREE FIELDS OR COPY 



What if the voter doesn’t have an address?

• Rural registrants or those without a physical 
address need to give a descriptive location 
so that they can be placed in a voting 
precinct.

• The bottom right corner of the form 
contains an area to draw where they reside.

• It is also helpful if someone else is 
registered who lives there (or nearby) to 
note their information: 



• Registrant must check off the 
acknowledgement that they are a citizen and 
will be at least 18 on or before election day.

• Registrant must sign the voter declaration.

• If the registrant fails to enter a date the date 
of reception of the form will be the date of 
record.



• Registrant must enter in one of the 
applicable #s:

– Driver License or Non-operating ID 
number

– Tribal ID number
– Alien Registration number

• If the registrant does not enter in a 
number listed above nor attaches a copy 
of birth certificate / passport / or other 
state ID validating citizenship on its face 
then the form will be rejected as required 
by law.



Number to Enter on the Form:

• Naturalization Certificate Alien Registration #:

• Not the Certificate Number



Just putting your social 
security number (or the 

last four of the number) on 
the Arizona State Form will 

not suffice. 
Proof of citizenship must 

also accompany the 
registration form



PEVL

• Voters can sign up for the Permanent 
Early Voting List (PEVL) on the AZ voter 
registration form if they want to vote by 
mail.

• If the voter prefers to vote in person, 
either at an early voting site or at the polls 
on Election Day, they SHOULD NOT SIGN 
UP FOR PEVL!!  If they do, and they go to 
the polls, they will have to vote a 
provisional ballot.



Voting 

• Voters can vote:
– In person at any Early Voting site in the county
– In person on Election Day (need ID, correct PP)
– Permanently by mail
– Per election by mail (upon request)
– With MCED assistance (upon request)



Federal Registration Form:
• Accepted by all 50 

states.
• Does not require 

documentation of 
citizenship, but does 
require identifying 
information.



Information Required on the Federal Registration Form



#6: Proof of Identity

• NEW registrants to Maricopa County must 
provide proof of identification when using the 
Federal Registration Form to establish they 
are eligible to register to vote. 
• If a voter is registered in the county and is 
updating registration (with new name, 
address, political party, etc.) they DO NOT
have to provide documentation.
• If the registrant is unsure if they are already 
registered, it is to their benefit to include the 
documentation in case they are not 
registered.



Proper Identification Numbers to provide:
• AZ Driver License or Non-operating Identification 

or

• Bureau of Indian Affairs Number, Indian Census 
number, Tribal Treaty Card Number, or Tribal 
Enrollment Number or

• Alien Registration Number off of Naturalization 
Certificate or

• The last four digits of their Social Security 
Number—this will aid in identifying the voter 
and is acceptable on the Federal Form.

• If the voter does not have a unique ID number, 
write “NONE” in field #6 and the Secretary of 
State’s office will assign one.



Proper Identification Numbers 
to provide:

• The last four digits of their Social Security 
Number—this will aid in identifying the 
voter and is acceptable on the Federal 
Form.

This is an available option for 
the Federal Form, but NOT for 

the State Form



Proper Identification to 
provide:

• Birth Certificate or Applicable pages of a 
United States Passport or Current Utility 
bill, Bank Statement, Government check, 
paycheck or Government document that 
shows the  name and address.



Proper Identification to provide:

• or Current Utility bill, Bank 
Statement, Government check, 
paycheck or Government 
document that shows the  name 
and address.

These are available options for 
the Federal Form, but NOT for 

the State Form



Federal forms submitted containing identification 
information in field 6 will be keyed into the system and 
an attempted match with MVD/SSN will be made.
• If the voter is identified & eligible,  they are put on 

the active voter file as a full voter who gets a full 
ballot of state and local races and issues, can sign 
petitions, and run for local office.

• If the voter is identified & ineligible, they receive a 
letter (won’t be 18 by next General, foreign born 
national, etc.)

Full ballot when 
information documents 

citizenship status



Federal forms submitted containing identification 
information in field 6 will be keyed into the system 
and an attempted match with MVD/SSN will be 
made.
• If the voter is identified, but citizenship status is 

not verified they will only be eligible for a federal 
ballot.

• They will receive a letter:

Letters are sent in Federal 
Elections only



Federal Registration Form:
• Unidentified voters 

must vote in person 
the first time they 
vote.



Existing Process
(from original Judge Silver ruling)



Federal forms submitted containing identification 
information in field 6 will be keyed into the system and 
an attempted match with MVD/SSN will be made.
• If the voter is not identified they will be mailed the 

appropriate registration verification letter (DL 
mismatch, DOB error, etc.)

• In a FEDERAL ELECTION they will receive a 
Recorder’s Certificate:

Recorder’s 
Certificate sent in 
Federal Elections 

only



Proposed Process
(after EAC ruling will go back to Judge Silver)



Federal forms submitted containing identification 
information in field 6 will be keyed into the system 
and an attempted match with MVD/SSN will be 
made.
• If the voter is not identified they will be mailed the 

appropriate registration verification letter (DL 
mismatch, DOB error, etc.)

• In a FEDERAL ELECTION they will receive a 
letter:

Letters are sent in 
Federal Elections 

only



• The unidentified voter will have to vote in person 
the first time they vote.

• They will be given a federal office only ballot (no 
state or local offices, no state or local issues).

• If they provide additional information documenting 
citizenship they get full ballot in future elections.

Federal only ballot 
when information does 

not document 
citizenship status



Federal-only Voters
• Can remedy their status by:

– Registering using an Arizona form 
– Registering using Service Arizona/EZVoter
– Registering using a Federal form
– Vote a provisional ballot
– IF they provide:

• AZ driver’s license or non-operating ID number
• Tribal ID number 
• Naturalization number
• Copy of birth certificate or US passport

29 days before Election Day to get the full ballot



Completion of the Form:
• Be sure that the required fields are 
populated and that the voter has 
signed and dated the form.
• The more information that the voter 
fills in the better—we have over 2.2 
million voters and we use the 
information to tell them apart!
• Give the voter the white copy or 
Voter Receipt.
• Do not hold forms! Failure to do so 
may potentially disenfranchise the 
voter.



Turning in the Forms
• When forms are turned in you will be asked to 

provide the following:
– Your name and contact information
– A photo ID

• Why?
– The forms you turn in will be assigned a batch 

identification number.
– We track the source of forms so that if there are 

any issues we know where the forms came from.
– Organizations abusing the voting public by 

holding forms and/or modifying the face of the 
forms without the voter’s consent will be turned 
over to the County Attorney’s office for 
investigation.



Turning in the Forms
• When you turn in forms you will be able 
to get other forms at that time.
• Forms are distributed in lots of 200.
• If you make copies or print them off 
online the voter does not get a copy for 
their records.
• If you have a large event and think that 
you may need more than 200 it may be 
possible to make a special 
accommodation.  



Resolution of Insufficient 
Registrations:

Insufficient Registrations received by 
the department are sent :

• A letter informing the registrant what 
issue they need to resolve.

• A new voter registration form. 

• A business reply mail envelope.



Insufficient forms:
• If the information which is missing 
does not pertain to the registrant’s 
citizenship status they are still notified 
but the form is not rejected, it is put on 
suspense.  
• The registrant has until 7 PM on 
Election Day to provide correct 
information. 

• The registration form retains the 
original date.



Insufficient forms:
• If citizenship information is missing on 
the state form the form is rejected 
completely.

• The registrant would have to 
completely re-register and provide the 
necessary information.

• It is imperative to the voter that they 
are filled out correctly.



Insufficient forms:
• If identification information is missing 
on the federal form the form the 
information is keyed into the system.
• If the voter is not identified via the 
data exchange with SOS & MVD then 
the voter is put on suspense and sent a 
letter requesting more information.

• It is imperative to the voter that they 
are filled out correctly.



Petitions

• Signatures gathered at the same 
time that the voter registers to vote 
will be invalidated if the registrant 
does not provide sufficient 
information to become registered.



How does the voter know they 
are registered?

• Voters will receive a Voter ID card 3-6 
weeks after their registration is 
received (time varies depending on 
volume of forms being processed).

• Voters should verify that all the 
information is correct and contact 
MCED if it is not.



What is on the ID Card?

ID:
Your unique Voter ID number

Party:
• Recognized Parties are AEL, DEM, 
LBT, and REP.  
• If you register with any other party or 
didn’t designate a party the word NONE
will be listed in your party field.  

ISSUE DATE: 
Date the card was issued

DOR:
Date of original registration



What is on the ID Card?
PRC:
Voting precinct number and name 

CITY:  
City district (this example is Phoenix 1)

CON: 
Congressional District for representation 
in the United States Congress 

LEG: 
Legislative District for representation in 
the State Legislature 

SUP: 
County Board of Supervisors District 

JP: 
Justice of the Peace precinct 

ELEM SCHOOL DIST: 
Elementary School District 

HIGH SCHOOL DIST: 
High School District 



What is on the Fed-Only Voter ID Card?
PRC:
Voting precinct number and name 

CITY:  

CON: 
Congressional District for representation 
in the United States Congress 

LEG: 

SUP: 

JP: 

ELEM SCHOOL DIST: 

HIGH SCHOOL DIST: 



Information Resources
• Website has a wealth of information

www.recorder.maricopa.gov

http://www.recorder.maricopa.gov/


Information Resources
• Website has a wealth of 
information:

Quick links to most 
common questions:



Information Resources in Alternative 
Formats & Other Languages

602-506-2348 TDD line

800-699-1609 O’odham information line



Check your registration
Find your polling place or early voting 
location
Request an Early Ballot
Request alternative format materials in 
Large Print or Braille
Check status of provisional ballot.

Voter Information Line:
602-506-1511

www.recorder.maricopa.gov

http://www.recorder.maricopa.gov/
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